Moroccan envoy arrives in Kuwait 

KUWAIT ■(R) — An envoy of King Hassan of Morocco arrived 
here Sunday to seek die support of the emir, Sheikh Jaber Ai 
Ahmad' A1 Sabah, for 'an emergency Arab summit early next 
month. Abdul HacB Boutaleb, Islamic Cultural Organisation 
director-general, told reporters at die airport he carried an inv- 
itation for the emir from King Hassan to attend a summit to 
discuss the Palestinian situation. Officials said Mr. Boutaleb, who 
. arrived from Bahrain where he said the proposal was welcomed 
by the Bahraini emir. Sheikh Isa Ibn Salman Al Khalifa, will meet 
Sh e ikh Jaber on Monday. In Baghdad, Morocco’s Parliamentary 
Speaker Ahmad Osman arrived with a message for Iraqi Pre- 
sident Saddam Hussein. The Iraqi News Agency quote'* 

Hussein as stressing “the necessity of Arab meetings 
levels to discuss basic issues of concern to the Arab fia 
risks diaUenging it” 
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Haj Hassan reports on ILO talks 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of Labour and Social Development 
Khaled Al Haj Hassan returned to Amman Sunday evening after 
taking part in a meeting of the International Labour Organisation 
(ILO) in Geneva. In a statement upon return to Amman, the 
ministersaid that the conference discussed a report submitted to it 
by a U.N. mission that visited the occupied Arab territories. The 
report spoke Clearly about “the illegal and arbitrary measures 'by 
the Israeli authorities against the Palestinian population in fla- 
grant violation of all United Nations principles and international 
laws,” the minister said. He said he addressed the conference on 
behalf of the Arab group attending the meeting and “made it clear 
dial these Israeli practices can end only with the termination of 
Israeli occupation of Arab land." The minister said he also pre- 
sided over a meeting of the Arab group to discuss an annua! 
festival in support of Palestine and the Palestinian cause which is 
normally held in Geneva during the ILO conference. 
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Arab reportedly 
killed near Hebron 

AMMAN (Petra) — An Arab cit- 
izen of the village of Dora in the 
neighbourhood of Hebron in the 
occupied West Bank was kflTed 
Sunday rooming while trying to 
dismantle an anti-aircraft rocket. 
Radio Israel said. The radio did 
not give further details on the inc- 
ident other than saying that the 
rocket was found by chance. 

Tutu condemns 
S.African raid 

SOWETO, South Africa (R) — 
Nobel Peace Prize winner Bishop 
Desmond Tutu Sunday described 
the South African raid into nei- 
ghbouring Botswana nine days 
ago as “a dastardly act” for which 
there was no moral justification. 
He was speaking in this sprawling 
black township outside Joh- 
annesburg at a memorial service 
for the 12^ victims of the attack on 
what South Africa said were bases 
of the outlawed African National 
Cbngress (ANC). 

Britain deports 8 
Shi’ites to Syria 

LONDON (AP) — Eight Shi’ite 
Muslims held since June 22 under 
the prevention erf terrorism act 
were deponed to Syria on Sunday, 
the Home Office said. The eight 
men, who were not identified, had 
been held at Paddington Green 
police station and questioned 
“n^ahJipg the affairs of Bah- 
rain "a Scotland Yard spokesman 
said. The men were arrested at 
various addresses in London. 

Bomb scare doses. 
Vienna airport " 

VIENNA (R) — Vienna’s int- 
ernational airport at Schwechat, 
just outside the Austrian capital, 
was sealed off for 50 minutes Sun- 
day after a bomb threat, police 
wud. Airport police had received 
notification of an anonymous tel- 
ephone call threatening a bomb 
would explode in the airport at 
1330 (1130 GMT). 

GCC ministers 
meet in July 

KUWAIT (R) — ' Kuwait’s For- 
eign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah said Gulf Coo- 
peration Council (GCC) foreign 
minsters will meet in Riyadh early 
in July. He told reporters they 
would discuss developments in the 
Arab World including the Iran- 
Iraq war, ways to oombat ter- 
rorism. 

Bahrain condemns 
T\VA hijack 

BAHRAIN (AP) — Bahrain 
Sunday issued a statement con- 
demning air piracy, abduction and 
detention of innocent hostages 
"irrespective of reasons and jus- 
tifications." The government cal- 
led on ail governments to “coo- 
perate effectively to reject and 
oombat the dangerous conduct.” 
The statement, by the Foreign 
Ministry, was reacting to the hij- 
ack of the Trans World Airways 
(TW A) plane to Beirut, the Gulf 
News Agency reported. 
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Partial Israeli move 
will not affect TWA 
hostages, Amal says 

Rabin: Decision to free 31 Lebanese 
detainees is not linked to hijack crisis 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Hy ackers holding 40 
American hostages have no {dans to free any 
of them in response to Israel’s decision to 
release about 30 Lebanese prisoners, a 
Shi’ite militia spokesman said Sunday. 


He was commenting on a tel- 
evised statement by Israeli Def- 
ence Minister Yitzhak Rabin that 
Israel on Monday would free a 
small number of Shfites among 
766 prisoners it holds. 

The spokesman, at the home erf 
Shfite militia leader Nabih Bern, 
said: “So far there are no plans to 
release any of the hostages in ret- 
urn for the 30." 

He said the number of prisoners 
Israel planned to release was not 
sufficient to satisfy the hijackers' 
demands. Amal represents the 
hijackers In efforts to arrange a 
swap of the 40 hostages for Israel's 
766 prisoners. 

“We had promised to release all 
hostages taken on the plane in ret- 
urn for the release of die Atih 
(jaO) detainees,” the spokesman 
said. 


"This number is insufficient 
compared with that of die (Israeli) 
detainees.” 

U5. Secretary of State George 
Shultz, also speaking in a televised 
interview, said in Washington that 
Israel would free 31 Shi'ites. 

Mr. Rabin said the release was 
not linked to the Beirut hijack cri- 
sis but followed an appeal on the 
prisoners' behalf made through 
Israel's legal system. 

The Israeli army confirmed that 
31 Lebanese detainees wQl be 
freed Monday. The decision fol- 
lowed an Israeli cabinet meeting. 

Israeli sources told die AP Isr- 
ael decided on the- unilateral ges- 
ture to provide “a test case” for 
Mr. Bern. 

The Israelis want to see if Mr. 
Bern is in control of the hostage 
situation and how he will respond 


to the release by Israel, said the 
source. 

In his interview, Mr. Rabin 
would not say whether additional 
prisoners would be released, but 
said Israel would not undermine 
the U.S. policy of "standing firm 
against terrorism.” 

“If Israel would come out and 
do it voluntarily we practically 
undermine the Americanpolicy erf 
standing firm," Mr. Rabin said. 

“No one would believe that Isr- 
ael has done it voluntarily without 
being asked by the US. to do it,” 
he said. 

Mr. Shultz said he had been told 
about die Israeli move in a tel- 
one conversation with Prime 
ister Shimon Peres before 
dawn Sunday. But Mr. Shultz 
would give no details of the con- 
versation. 

Amal says Israel originally 
ro raised to free all the prisoners 
ihe time its array left Soudi 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Marines said to be among hos- 
tages; *U.S. has no mStaiy options 
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Beirut eamp survivors clear up 
wrecked homes, mourn for dead 


BEIRUT (R) — Survivors of a 
bloody month-long siege of Pal- 
estinian refugee camps in Beirut 
were clearing up their shattered 
homes Sunday and still mounting 
the dead. 

At least 635 people were killed, 
some 2J500 were wounded and 
thousands were left homeless in 
fighting which erupted in mid- 
May when Shfite Muslim mil- 
itiamen laid siege to Sabra. Shatila 
and Bourj Al Barajneh camps to 
crush what they described as a rev- 
ival of Palestinian military power 
in Beirut. 

This weekend, under a Syrian- 
sponsored ceasefire accord, rep- 
resentatives of an all-party com- 
mittee went into the camps to ove- 
rsee the dean-up and moves tow- 
ards final disengagement 

They encountered scenes of 
utter destruction. Whole streets in 
the maze of alleyways and low 
concrete buildings that make up 
the camps were wrecked. Spent 
cartridges, ammunition dips and 
shrapnel littered the ground. 

**We ate only beans for one 
month," said Sahar, a 20-vear-old 
Palestinian woman who said she 


stayed in Shatila throughout the 
fighting. "Now we have no houses, 
no schools — nothing." 

Behind her, a bulldozer as wide 
as the street heaved tons erf rubble 
into a heap. Nearby, men with 
walkie-talkies supervised the 
removal of a Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO) flag from the 
top of a telegraph pole. 

The men represented the cea- 
sefire committee, set up under an 
accord signed last Tuesday in 
Damascus by the Shfite Amal rail- 
iria, Lebanese leftist parties and a 
front of Palestinian groups opp- 
osed to PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat. 

One of them, Palestinian Belal 
Hassan, said they would stay in the 
camp 24 hours a day until Leb- 
anese police were deployed to 
oversee the ceasefire. 

“We have to make what we can 
of the situation. There has been no 
shooting today," Hassan said. 

Over the weekend. United Nat- 
ions relief workers trucked in tons 
of food for the beleaguered sur- 
vivors. 

The camps are still ringed by 


men from Amal and mainly Shfite 
units of the Lebanese army who 
allow civilians carrying food and 
personal belongings into the 
camps on foot. 

Poor Lebanese live alongside 
the Palestinians in the camps — in 
effect, slum suburbs — and many 
resent the refugees. 

During the battle for the camps, 
Palestinians accused their att- 
ackers of massacring civilians, a 
charge Amal denied. Food, water 
and medical supplies were cut off 
for days at a time. 

Ir. Shaiila, a young Palestinian 
woman, asking not to be named, 
led a Reuter correspondent thr- 
ough shattered alleyways to her 
bouse deep in a relatively uns- 
cathed enclave. 

She stopped at a smashed wall 
and pointed. "There a woman and 
her two babies died. Over there an 
old man." 

At the house, she was reunited 
with her mother who came back 
for the first time in weeks. They 
fell weeping into each other's 
arms, mourning her sister who 
died in the fighting. 


SLA men 

continue 

shelling 

SIDON, Lebanon (R) — Israeli- 
backed militiamen Sunday shelled 
two villages in Israel’s South Leb- 
anon “security zone" and clashed 
heavily with Lebanese com- 
mandos east of Sidon, security 
sources said. 

As the fighting raged,. Israeli’ 
troops ringed the Lebanese boiV 
dervfllagecf EITireh and ordered 
residents to hand over men; 
suspected of rocket attacks’on the 
Israeli-backed “South Lebanon 
Army" (SLA) raflitiajbfcy added.. 
SLA positions near Yater vff- 


Further north, the SLA were 
involved in overnight dashes with 
Muslim and leftist forces east of 
Sidon, the sources said. 

The Muslim and leftist mil- 
itia menare entrenched west of die 
SLA -held mountain town of Jez- 
zine, which they threaten to attack 
if the SLA does not leave. 

Some 2,000 villagers fled Yater 
and Kafra last week after coming 
under SLA mortar and machine 
gun attack. Shelling killed two 
people and wounded four in Yater 


Shuttle crew hold press 
conference from space 


CAPE CANAVERAL (AP) — 
Space shuttle Discovery’s com- 
mander said, Sunday that he and 
his crew are proud of their perfect 
satellite launching record and are 
looking forward to returning 
home Monday. 

“The launch of three satellites 
for. three different countries — 
Morelos for Mexico, Arabsat for 
the Arab nations and Telesai for 
AT and T, an American company, 
and the deployment and recovery 
erf the Spartan science satellite — 
we were very proud of those acc- 
omplishments/’ Commander Dan 
Brandenstein said in a televised 
news conference. 

Foreign passengers on board 
Discovery dominated the press 
conference from space, with 
comments ranging from wine to 
the Beirut hostage crisis. 

Saudi Arabian Prince Sultan 
Ibn Salman Ibn Abdul Aziz sug- 
gested that hijackers holding 40 
Americans in Beirut might release 
their captives if they were taken 
for a ride in space. 

“Looking at it from here... it’s 
very strange as you see die bou- 
ndaries and borderlines dis- 
appearing. Lots of people who are 
causing some of these problems 
ought to oome up here and take a 


look," said the 2 8 -year-old nep- 
hew of Saudi King Fahd. 

French astronaut Patrick Bau- 
diy said he had taken a bottle of 
French wine into space, but had 
derided not to uncork it, app- 
arently bowing to rules against 
* alcohol aboard the shuttle. 

Fahd phones astronaut 

The morning's events began 
with a phone call from 63- 
year-old King Fahd of Saudi Ara- 
bia to his astronaot nephew. 

The long talked to Prince Sul- 
tan, the Arab World’s first ast- 
ronaut, and also passed on his gre- 
etings to President Reagan and 
die American people. 

The call, from the long’s palace 
in the Red Sea city of Jeddah, was 
televised live to some 12 million 
viewers in the Gulf region. 

Prince Sultan’s father. Prince 
Salman Ibn Abdul Aziz, governor 
of the Riyadh region and brother 
of King Fahd. also spoke with the 
astronaut 

A planned French connection 
was never made between Mr. 
Baudty and France's minis ter of 
research and technology. A tec- 
hnical malfunction was to blame, 
space agency officials said. 



Tefevisiou crew stake It out on the balconies erf Bei- 
rut airport Sunday awaiting developments of the 
10-day old hijack of a Trans World Airlines (TWA) 


parked at the airport sfoce last Sunday (AP wir- 
ephoto) 


325 die in Air India 
crash off Ireland 

Sabotage seen as ‘distinct possibility’ 


LONDON (Agencies) — An Air 
India Jumbo jet with 325 people 
plummeted into die Atlantic off 
Ireland Sunday and India's dvil 
aviation chief said sabotage was "a 
distinct possibility” as the cause 
for the world’s worst air disaster at 
sea. 

“There do not appear to be any 
survivors,” an Air. India spo- 
kesman said several hours after 
theBo.eing.742 crashed 150 miles 
south-west of the Irish town of 
Cork. 

The plane, which had been en 
route from Montreal to Bombay, 
suddenly disappeared off radar 
screens 'at 9,500 metres, pro- 
mpting speculation of an exp- 
losion. 

In London, aviation expen 
David Learmont of Flight Int- 
ernationa] Magazine said: “The 
whole situation screams at you it 
was a bomb.” 

India's Minister of Slate for 
Civil Aviation Ashok Gehlot. in a 
statement released at a press con- 
ference. said the possibility of any 
survivors "is considered remote." 

“Explosion is considered a pos- 
sibility in view of the fact that the 
wreckage is spread over...” the 
statement said. 

Speaking to reporters in Lon- 
don, where the plane had been 
due to refuel. Air India spo- 
kesman Francis da Gama said: 
"There is no way I can say any- 


thing yet about that (sabotage)... 
the flight was coming in easily." 

Officials at Shannon airport 
said they lost contact with Air 
India Flight 182 eight minutes 
before it went down at 0715 
GMT. 

Britain and Ireland began a 
massive search operation and an 
Irish naval vessel reported seeing 
tip to 20 bodies in the sea. 

"We are surrounded by wre- 
ckage and bodies," Captain Jim 
Robinson told Irish Radio. 

In New Delhi, Air India said at 
least 86 . chfldren were on the 
plane, which had been due to land 
in Bombay and go on to the Indian 
capital later Sunday. 

At the airline's headquarters in 
Bombay, a spokesman said the 
plane was commanded by one of 
the company's most experienced 
pilots, Captain H.S. Narendra, 56, 
who bad 35 years’ flying exp- 
erience and had logged more than 
10,000 hours flying time. 

Aviation expert Learmont. in 
a British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration interview, cited a series 
of factors pointing to a bomb as 
the cause of the crash. 

— A Boeing 747 can fly on only 
one engine and at that altitude 
could glide for a half-hour without 
any engine power, which would 
take it further on its course than 
where it disappeared. 

— Turbu lance is often avoidable. 


"Pilots can see clouds on radar, 
and they do avoid them." he said. 

— No Mayday was received. 
Even if the plane’s electric system 
had been knocked out, which he 
said was “amazingly unlikely.” 
battery power should have kept 
the radio running for at least a 
half-hour. 

— At the altitude the plane was 
cruising, the pDot "would have 
had masses of time to regain con- 
trol” after turbulence. “But if the 
aircraft had been severely dam- 
aged, then he might not have had 
any control to regain. 

“We gave them clearance to 
proceed to London along with a 
flight level. They acknowledged 
the message and said they would 
report again between Shannon 
and London," a Shannon control 
spokesman said. “The pilot's 
communication was strictly rou- 
tine and their was no indication of 
any problem." 

When the 747 disappeared 
from radar screens. Shannon con- 
trol radioed thepilot of Trans 
World Airways (TwA) flight 070, 
another Jumbo jet. which was cru- 
ising 1,200 metres above the Air 
India jet's Iasi reported position. 

"He (the TWA pilot) was told 
to look out the window. But he 
couldn’t see anything. There was 
cloud cover at 15.000 feet (4,570 

(Continued on page 3) 


Canadian plane narrowly 
escapes baggage blast 


1 narrowly escaped being 
up on a flight from Van- 
■ to Tokyo Sunday, airport 


TOKYO (R) — A Canadian 
Jumbo jet with nearly 400 people 
aboard 
blown 

couver to Tokyo Sunday, airport 
officials said. 

The Canadian Pacific Air Boe- 
ing 747 arrived early and had been 
on the ground atNarita airport for 
40 minutes when a container loa- 
ded with suitcases from the hold 
blew up,, killing two Japanese 
cargo handlers and badly injuring 
four others. 

The blast ripped through a bag- 
gage sorting area as passengers 
queued to collect their suitcases at 
0620 GMT — just 55 minutes 
before an Air India 747 bound 
from Montreal to London, Bom- 
bay and New Delhi crashed into 
the Atlantic Ocean off Irelruid, 
apparently killing all 325 people 


aboard. 

Airport authorities said the CP 
Air flight 003 arrived 15 minutes 
early. The intensity of the blast 
brought down part of the concrete 
ceiling in the baggage area and it 
could have caused a major disaster 
had it occurred before the plane 
landed. 

Police said they were still trying 
to find out what caused the exp- 
losion and who owned the lug- 

^ibfficials at the Narita office of 
the CP Air were not available for 
information on whether any pro- 
minent figure or figures were 
among the 374 passengers. 

There was no obvious motive 
for the blast. Narita airport, ope- 
ned in 1978, has been a frequent 
taiget of attacks from local dis- 
sidents. 


High-level Iranian team 
arrives in Damascus 


DAMASCUS (R) — A high-level 
Iranian delegation led by Par- 
liament speaker Ali Akbar Has- 
hemi Rafsanjani arrived in Dam- 
ascus Sunday, part erf Iran's recent 


diplomatic drive to back its policy 
of continuing its 57-month-old 
war with Iraq. 

Mr. Rafsanjani, who is also 
Iran’s war cabinet spokesman, 
told the Syrian Arab News Age- 
ncy (SANA) on arrival from Libya 
that Iran’s relations with Syria, its 
main Arab ally in the war, were 
“strong and distinguished.” 

In Tehran, the Iranian news 
agency IRNA said an Iranian del- 


egation left Sunday to cany mes- 
sages from Iran’s President Ali 
Khamenei to the leaders of Cuba, 
Nicaragua and Brazil. 

Iranian Deputy Foreign Min- 
ister Ali Mohammad Besharati is 
in New Delhi where he took a 
message on the war from Mr. 
Khamenei for Indian Prime Min- 
ister Rajiv Gandhi, IRNA said. 
Mr. Besharati also plans to take 
messages to Bangladesh and Pak- 
istan. 

Another Iranian delegation left 
Tehran for Angola and Tanzania 
on Thursday taking similar mes- 
sages from Mr. Khamenei. 


Ramadan 
due in Cairo 

CAIRO (R) — An 15-man del- 
egation from Baghdad, preparing 
for a visit this week by Iraq’s first 
deputy prime mmister, discussed 
the current Golf war situati on with 
Egyp tian nfflrbdk Sunday, 

.An Egyptian foreign ministry 
spokesman said they also rev- 
iewed, with Assistant Foreign Min- 
ister Abdul Halim Badawi, means 
to step up two-way economic and 
cultural cooperation. 

First Deputy Prime Minister 
Taha Yassin Ramadan is due on 
Tuesday for a three-day stay dur- 
ing which be is expected to con- 
dude a new cultural and economic 
accord with Egypt. 

Mr. Ramadan will have talks 
with Prime Minister Kama! Has- 
san Ali soon after he arrives and 
wfll meet President Hosai Mub- 
arak the following day, the spo- 
kesman said. 


UNRWA 
announces 
new round 
of austerity 
measures 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine refugees in the Near 
East (UNRWA) decided on a new 
round of austerity measures in two 
days of management talks which 
ended in Vienna late Saturday. 

The decision was taken in the 
light of a report by 
Commissioner-General Olof 
Rydbeck that, despite continued 
fund-raising efforts, $20 million 
were still needed to maintain the 
agency's education. health and rel- 
ief services at present levels, a sta- 
tement by the agency said. 

The new measures will mean 
some cuts in the services, but are 
designed to shield Palestine ref- 
ugees as much as possible from 
adverse effects, it said. 

The new measures, according to 
the statement, include: 

— Suspension of providing school 
stationery and supplies to refugee 
children except for a limited num- 
ber of pupils coming from families 
qualifying for welfare assistance. 

— Restrictions on overtime pay- 
ments and “certain allowances” 
for staff. 

— Reducing the number of stu- 
dents boarding at UNRWA tra- 
ining centres, mainly by limiting 
boarders (o students whose fam- 
ilies are in distant locations. 

— Eliminating extra teaching per- 
iods in agency preparatory schools 
which are additional to the gov- 
ernment curricula. 

— Halting planned construction 
of three schools in Svria. 

— Reducing the staff of the sup- 
plementary feeding programme 
by about 15 per cjPnL while kee- 
ping the programme fully ope- 
rational. 

— Slopping schoolbook all- 
owances to refugee pupils at 
non-UNRWA schools in Syria. 

“These are painful decisions.” 
commissioner-general Rydbeck 
said after Saturday's meeting. “I 
hope the refugees and staff will 
understand that these measures 
are the minimum necessary to 
cope with the financial situation as 
it is today." 

In - other decisions, the 
UNRWA general cabinet agreed 
to a proposal to convert part of the 
teacher training programme to 
training for teachers of han- 
dicapped refugees, and to place 
more emphasis on vocational tra- 
ining when contributions can be 
obtained. 

The new measures wfll go into 
effect as soon as possible and are 
expected to save about $2 million 
this year. Intensive efforts con- 
tinue to raise the remaining $18 
million. 

UNRWA had previously cut its 
1985 cash budget of $205 million 
by $40 million. 

Earlier austerity measures ann- 
ounced by the U.N. agency inc- 
luded reduction of its staff, sus- 
pension of annua! increments to 
staff for the year 1984, halt in all 
construction work on new 
UNRWA-funded projects and 
reductions in the level of mai- 
ntenance of existing facilities. 

It was known how the agency 
will manage to make up for the 
remaining $18 million deficit. 


For change in 

Pakistani Airlines flight 
schedule 
See page 6 
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Turkish Cypriots 
vote in elections 
for parliament 


NICOSIA (R) — Turkish Cypriots voted in par- 
liamentary elections Sunday in a further attempt to 
consolidate their breakaway northern Cyprus state 
and make it acceptable to the world community . 


This was the third poll in 45 
days in the “Turkish republic of 
north Cyprus,” proclaimed in 
1983, recognised only by Turkey 
and condemned by the United 
Nations. 


A moderate early turnout was 
reported in the poll, in whidi some 
94.000 people were eligible to 
elect deputies for 50 seats, con- 
tested by 350 candidates and 
seven parties. 

Turkish Cypriots voted last 
month for a new constitution, and 
the community’s leader, Rauf 
Denktash, won a landslide victory 
in the state's first presidential ele- 
ctions on June 9. 


After casting his vote in north 
Nicosia Sunday morning, Mr. 
Denktash declared: “This election 
completes the final circle in the 
establishing of this republic.” 

He told reporters he regarded 
the elections as “the perfect way 
of showing that democracy in 
north Cyprus is working to the full 
extent.” 


He said' two principles were not 
negotiable — Turkey being a gua- 
rantor power to any settlement 
and equal status for foe two com- 
munities. 

He said outsiders seemed to be 
in a hurry ‘to’ see a Cyprus set- 
tlement, and “are trying to get us 
to talks with Greek Cypriot leader 
(President Spyros) Kyprianou, 
whose authority and mandate are 
disputable. 

“They are trying to tangle our 
feet with something in a hurry. 
This is a highly crucial matter, and 
nobody can impose on my people 
;any solution which they do not 
like.” 

U.N.-sponsored folks aimed at 
setting up a federation between 
Greek and Turkish Cypriots col- 
lapsed in January. 

Cyprus has been divided since 
1974 when Turkey invaded and 
occupied foe northern 37 percent 
of the island after a short-lived 
coup ted by foe military junta then 
ruling Greece. 


Jaffa . 
residents 


set up 
league 
to defend 
rights 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab 
residents of Jaffa in occupied Pal- 


estine have formed a league cha- 
" with defending foe rights of 


e Arab community in foe dty. 

ight 


Asked about foe future of div- 
ided Cyprus, he said he was ready 
at any time to have talks with U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar, who has tried without 
success to forge an agreement 
between Greek-and Turkish- 
Cypriots on the island's future 
constitution. 

“But now we have to wait for a 
stable government and house 
whidi will give me foe mandate to 
handle foe Cyprus question in line 
with foe demands of foe people,” 
Mr. Denktash said. 


Political expens said the 
centre-right National Unity Party 
(UBP) was likely to win Sunday’s 
election without an absolute maj- 
ority. A coalition was likely with 



Cyprus 

they said. 

The main opponents of the 
UBP are foe Republican Turkish 
Party and foe Co mmunal Lib- 
eration Party, both left-wing. Par- 
ties need to win at least eight per 
cent of foe vote to gain rep- 
resentation in parliament. 


The league was formed in foe 1i|_ 
of foe deteriorating economic and 
social situation in foe dty resulting 
from deliberate Israeli negligence 
of Arab livelihoods and interests, 
reports reaching here said Sunday. 

Jaffa was annexed by foe adj- 
oining dty of Tel Aviv following 
the 1948 war and and most of its 
inhabitants have since been forced 
to abandon their homes because 
of economic difficulties. 

Nakhleh Shafar, spokesman for 
the newly established league in 
Jaffa, said it was formed with the 
object of safeguarding Arab peo- 
ple's rights. Among issues which 
foe league will handle are that of 
bousing and education, he said. 

The Islamic judge of Jaffa, 
Ahmad AL Natour, meanwhile, 
protested to foe Israeli authorities 
against the desecration cf foe local 
mosque in Qaisarieh town by 
drunken Israelis. 

In a cable he sent to theftsreeli 
Ministry of Religion, Mr. Natour 
deplored these violations and said 
that foe “Muslim inhabitants will 
take proper measures to counter 
the Zionist actions.” 


Gaza residents arrested 


Meanwhile in occupied Gaza, 
foe Israeli occupation authorities 
have arrested a large number of 
Arab inhabitants at Jabalia and 
Khan Yanis refugee camps. 


Amal has no plans to free hostages 

(Continued from page 1) 


Lebanon. It announced com- 
pletion of foe pullout earlier this 
month, but 76o of 1,200 prisoneis 
earlier deported to Israel were not 
freed. 

Mr. .Rabies, announcement 
cam? amid signs of movement in., 
fop bostagp crisis, including, a rep- 
ort of a four-point plan for a ,sol-» 
ution and Swiss contacts with Isr- 
ael to brief it on talks Swiss off- 
icials have had with Mr. Beni. 

An Amal official said foe militia 
had accepted a Swiss offer to help 
end foe crisis, which began when 
foe Trans World Airlines (TWA) 
flight was hijacked on an 
Athens- Rome Flight on June 14. 

But he declined to confirm that 
it was yet ready to move the hos- 
tages to Switzerland. 

Switzerland said Saturday Amal 
leader Nabih Beni had told Swiss 
Foreign Minister Pierre Aubert he 
would be ready to take the hos- 
tages to Switzerland. 

But foe senior Amal official, 
Dr. Ghassan Siblani, declined to 
confirm that Amal was ready to 
move them to Swiss territory. 


“All I can say is that we have 
accepted Switzerland’s offer c if 
help to end this affair,” he told 
Reuters. 

Israeli officials said Mr. Aubert 
briefed Israel’s ambassador to 
Berne but did not indicate \yhe- 
foer would accept Swiss 
mediafiop.^ ... r . 

Th e' Lebanese iiaiiy An Nahar 
quoted an unidentified diplomat 
in Beirut as saying a four-point 
plan to resolve foe crisis had been 
forwarded to Washington by foe 
U.S. ambassador here. 

The plan called for “foe release 
of all U.S. hostages, followed by a 
Washington statement con- 
demning all violations of int- 
ernational law including hijacks 
and the holding of Lebanese pri- 
soners in Israel,” foe newspaper 
said. 

The U.S. state department spo- 
keswoman, however, dismissed 
foe report as “purely fictitious.” 

An Nahar had quoted a dip- 
lomatic source as saying foe hig- 
hlights of foe plan were: 

— The prompt release of the hos- 
tages. 


— An American statement con- 
demning violations of int- 
ernational law. including hij- 
ackings and foe detention of pri- 
soners taken by Israel from South 
Lebanon. ' 

— Negotiations by foe Int- 
ernational Committee of the Red 
Cross wifo Israel fpr the release of 
foe Lebanese held in Attitprison: 

— Tighter security by foe Leb- 
anese government at Beirut air- 
port to avert further sky piracy. 

The reports came as Vice- 
President George Bush bejpi a 
West European tour. He said he 
would seek stepped up coo- 
peration against “terrorism” in 
talks wifo European leaders. 

Meanwhile, an unidentified 
gunboat, believed by Amal mil- 
itias to be either Israeli or Ame- 
rican, was fired on by gunners 
when it cruised to wi thin two miles 
of the Beirut seafront Sunday. 

Katyusha rockets and bursts of 
anti-aircraft fire were hurled at 
foe boat from foe luxury Sum- 
merland hotel as bathers, fearing 
retaliation, dashed for their cars 
and raced away from the resort 



UNKNOWN CONTENTS: a hu- 

acker wearioga crew member's hat talks to two men 
who came with a minibus marked MEA (Middle 
East Airlines) Sunday to take away two boxes of 


mknow p con tents from tbe hfiacked Trans World 
Airlines (TWA) plane parked at Beirut airport (AP- 
wirephoto) 


S. Arabia 
condemns 
TWA 
hijack 


BAHRAIN (R) — Saudi Arabia 
has condemned foe hijacking of a 
Trans World Airlines (TWA) 


Boeing 727 by Shfite Muslim 
oldi 


gunmen still holding 40 American 
hostages in Beirut, saying foe sei- 
zure was contrary to Islamic and 
Arab behaviour. 

“The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
condemns any land of terror or air 
piracy whidi threatens innocent 
people,” foe Saudi Press Agency 
quoted a “responsible source” as 
saying. 

“This kind of work is in contrary 
to Arab and Islamic behaviour,” 
he added. 


QIC urges hostage release 


Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference (OI C) Secretary-General 
Sharifudin Piizada meanwhile cal- 
led on foe hijackers to imm- 
ediately free their hostages. 

“Although I don’t want to get 
involved in foe reasons forfoemj- 
afckmg offlft TWA^ane, Icall on 
foe ffijacYe&7 fo foe- name of foe 
01 C, to ■ imfnediatefy free their 
hostages,” he said in a statement 
carried by foe agency. 

He also said Israel must free foe 
700 detainees whose release foe 
hijackers were demanding, saying 
they had been illegally transferred 
from South Lebanon to Israel. 

Pointing out that the Lebanese 
and Palestinian detainees were 
moved from South Lebanon to 
Israel .“in contravention of foe 
Geneva Convention,” Mr. Pir- 
zada added: “I say that these det- 
ainees should be releasedd imm- 
ediately.” 

He also called on foe United 
Nations secretary-general and foe 
International Red Cross org- 
anisation to exert themselves for 
the release of foe American hos- 
tages in Beirut. 


Owners hope for early 
release of Iran-held ship 


KUWAIT (R) — A senior official 
for the owners of a Kuwaiti ship 
seized by Iranian gunboats last 
Thursday said Sunday he was opt- 
imistic it would be released soon. 

The official of foe United Arab 
Shipping Company (UASO, who 
asked not to be named, told Reu- 
ters foe cargo ship A1 Muharraq 
was intercepted 30 miles outside 
the Strait of Hormuz on its way 
from Europe to foe Gulf. 


“We are trying to make contact, 
using official channels, to get foe 
ship released. I am quietly opt- 
imistic,” he said. 


The Foreign Ministry has called 
in Iran's charge d’affaires in Kuw- 
ait, Mohammed Reza Bajgheri, to 
explain foe ship’s detention and 
has requested its release, foe Ara- 
bic dauy A1 Qabas reported. 

The company officials said foe 
reason for the seizure of the ship, 


carrying a 23,000-tonne general 
cargo in international watera, was 
not known. 

Shipping sources, however, say 
Iran occasionally searches vessels 
m foe Gulf at random to check 
whether cargoes indude arms or 
military hardware destined for its 
Gulf war enemy Iraq. _ 

There has been no contact with 
the crew, of 13 Arab and British 
officers and 22 Bangladeshis, 
since foe ship was held at 11:50 
pm (2050 GMT) on Thursday, the 
official said. 

“We are concerned, bat con- 
fident of their welfare. This is a 
government involved, not just 
some hijackers,” be said. 

Shipping sources said foe A1 
Muharraqhad been due to dis- 
charge at Dubai and Aba Dhabi in 
foe United Arab Emirates, Doha, 
foe Saudi Arabian port of Dam- 
mam and Kuwait 


Israeli expert: U.S. has no 
military option in Beirut 


TEL AVTV (R) — A former chief 
of Israeli army intelligence voices 
doubts whether foelJnited. States 
could mount a successful military 
operation to rescue foe American 
hostages in Beirut 


“I doubt if there is a military 
option in foe present situation for 
foe release of the hostages and for 
getting them out safely,'’ retired 
General Yehoshua Saguy told Isr- 
ael Television Saturday. 

Shfite Amal leaderNabih Bern 
said Saturday's foe United States 
was preparing military action over 
foe Trans World Airlines (TWA) 
hostage crisis but Washington 
denied a report that U.S. war- 
planes had flown over Beirut. 

A senior Amal -militia official 
said foe captors of the Americans 
from foe hijacked plane had 
moved them to new hideouts. 

Gen. Saguy, who headed army 
intelligence during the 1982 Isr- 
aeli invasion of Lebanon, also said 


he did not believe foe United Sta- 
tes would “get involved in acts of 
vengeance against the ShEites and 
Ag^l” if fo? hostages were .rel- 
eased. _ - . . - . 

Fie said he expected the United 
States and Israel would reach a 
private understanding leading to 
foe release of 700 detainees, mos- 
tly Shfite Muslims like the hij- 
ackers, held in Israel. 

The hijackers have demanded 
Israel free the prisoneis it tra- 
nsferred from South Lebanon to a 
jail near Haifa in April in exc- 
hange for the Americans. 

Israel has said its prisoneis 
woudl eventually go free but it did 
not want their release to be int- 
erpreted as-a surrender to foe hij- 
ackers. 

Unless Israel released the men 
soon. Gen. Saguy warned, a res- 
ervoir of hate would build in the 
United States against American 
Jews and Israel. . . 


Fabius’ visit to Algeria 
aims at better relations 


PARIS (R) — French Prime Min- 
ister Laurent Fabius flies to Alg- 
eria Monday for a visit aimed at 
reducing tension that has built 
daring a period of uneasy 
ations. 

He will meet President Qjadli 
Beniedid and Prime Minister 
Abdol Hamid Brahimi during his 
two-day visit 

Relations between foe two cou- ■ 
ntries, which have been per- 
iodically warm and cool since the 
former French colony became 
‘ independent in 1962, bave det- 
eriorated in recent months, jud- 
ging by acrimonious comments in 
the official Algerian press, dip- 
lomatic sources in Algiers said. 

There has been a series of racist - 
attacks on Algerians living in Fra- 
nce, and Algeria has 
about French policy in Noi 


ica, they say. 
r. 


Mr. Fabius, who is making his 
first visit to Algeria as prime min- 
ister, visited Morocco last April. 

Algeria and Morocco are at 
odds over foe Western Sahara 
conflict, in which Algeria backs 
Polisario guerrillas fighting Mor- 
occo for foe independence of foe 
former Spanish colony. 

When French President Fra- 
ncois Mitterrand went to Algiers 
last October he was trying to res- 


tore trust in relations following 
secret talks with KingHassan after 
Morocco and Libya signed a treaty 
of onion regarded in Algiers as 
being basically anti-Algerian, 
according to foe diplomats. 

Mr. Benjedid visited Was- 
hington in April and the United 
States offeredto sell Algeria a mil- 
lion tonnes of subside®! wheat. 

Recent Algerian press sniping 
at France included a television 
programme asserting that France 
used Algerian prisoneis as guinea 
pigs during its Gist nuclear test at 
Reggane, in foe Sahara, in 1969’ 

Algerian officials also complam 
about French energy policy. 
French imports of Algerian crude 
oil have fallen to less than six per 
cent of total oil imports and rep- 
orts of possible French demands 
to re-negotiate foe pnee of Alg- 
erian gas are irritating Algiers, 
according to foe sources. 

Alge ria also complains that, in 
spittf of trade worth about $5 bil- 
lion last year, French firms are 
reluctant to jvest in Algeria. 

Besides bilateral relations, Mr. 
Fabius is expected to discuss foe 
Middle East, foe Iran-Iraq war, 
Namibia, Chad, foe Western Sah- 
ara and foe consequences for 
North Africa of Spain's entry in to 
the European Community. 


A 


Numeiri stripped of rank, 
charged with desertion 


CAIRO (R) — Ousted Sudanese 
President Jaafar Numeiri has been 
stripped of his military rank and 
was now considered a deserter by 
foe country’s army leaders, 
Egypt’s Middle East News Age- 
ncy (MENA) reported Saturdav. 

It quoted a statement by Sud- 
anese state Radio Omdurman as 
saying that Mr. Nnmeiri, who held 
the rank of field-marshal when he 
was ousted by a military coup last 
April 6, faced other charges for 
not re turning an army machine- 


gun he had in his possession. 

Mr. Numeiri, who learned of 
foe coup while in Cairo en route 
home from a visit to Washington, 
has lived here since. 

Egypt’s President Hosni Mub- 
arak, once Mr. Numeiri’s main 


Arab ally, paid his first visit to 
ion Mot 


Sudan on Monday when he said he 
had no plans to extradite Mr. 
Numeiri to be tried for what 
Sudan's new rulers maintain are 
crimes committed against the 
people. 


Marines said to be 
among TWA hostages 


BEIRUT (R) — A Shfite Muslim jacan Jews, but they are treated 
source claiming dose l inks with the sam e as the other hostages and 
foe men.who hijacked a U.S. any* are still wifo them.” 


liner to Beirut has said that foe 40 
American hostages they are hol- 
ding indude several U.S. Marines 
and navy personnel. 

“Not all the (hostage) Ame- 
ricans are innocent. Some are mil- 
itary personnel”, the man told 
Reuters in an interview. 

The Falangist “Voice of Leb- 
anon" radio, quoting “a com- 
munication from foe gunmen abo- 
ard the plane”, reported that six 
U.S. Marines were among the hos- 
tages from the hijacked Trans 
World Airlines (TWA) plane. 


The’ Lebanese hijackers, who 
seized foe airliner over Athens on 
June 14, foot dead a U.S. navy 
diver at Beirut a week ago. 

The source said the other U.S. 
military men were taken from foe 
plane shortly after the killing, 
which occurred during the second 
of the plane* s three stops in Beirut 
as it shuttled across the Med- 
iterranean. 

Asked to confirm they num- . 
bered about six or seven, he rep- 
lied - "maybe” and declined to 
■answer further. 

Hie source said he did not take 


The Shfite source spoke on- 
condition that he was not named part in the hijacking, but was very 
or described and that foe cir- dose to foe hijackers and their 
cums tances and location of foe pointofview.Hesaidhehadseen 
interview were not revealed. foe hostages once at a house in 
“Answering questions, he said: Beirut soon after the main 
“There are American Marines were taken off the plane oa 
and navy (personnel) and Arae- day. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


CIRCUS 


orientalist axtifS. Mmtazafa, Jabal 
Lowcfeddt. Opcamsbouo: 10.00 nan. 
1 JO pjn. aoa 3.00 pjn. - 6.00 pjn. 


* Hungarian circus at Hussein Youth 
* ' ‘ a day. 


” Itafiarj circus. Between 6th and 7th 
Code near Jordan Electricity Aut- 
hority. 


EXHIBITION 


* An exhibition of pain tings by Haifa 
Amtname at die FretKb Cultural Cen- 
tre. 


Martyrs* Manorial (Mfeaay M tm waa h 
Collection cf milltaiy memorabilia dat- 
ing from tbe Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports Gty, Amman. Opening hours 9 
ajm-4 pin. Qosed Saturdays. Tel. 
664240. 

PopdsrlMeot MarMnu 100 to 
150 year dd items nidi as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 un. - 5.00 pjn. 
Qosed Tusdays. Td. 637169. 
SERVICE CLUBS 


QUEEN AHA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 


EMERGENCIES 


NIGHT DUTY 


Repdar-Une Alps docking at Aqaba 
pore 


This in. 


t Alia bit 
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birnnaxkmtiAbpon id. (08) 53200-5, 
where It should always be verified. 


— Jilfar 

— Rakbov 

— Tima 

— Kompozi to r Gtiaka 


Amman g owano ra tc — 891228 

Amman civil defence 198, 199 

Gvfl Deforce Iibid .. 271293, 273131 
C3v3 Defence Quwesmeh ..... 770733 

Ambulance 193,775111 

Amman do wntow n fire brigade ._ 198 
Fast aid 630341 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Taysccr A1 Sa'di ..... 

Dr. Abdul Ra'ouf Sbabaneb 
Nairouib pharmacy ....... — . 

Mresb pharmacy 
Fbasi ‘ 


Amir Kawar and Sons Company, Tel: 
622324-9 at your service. 


ARRIVALS 


VIDEO 


* Video presentation of portra i ttat4:00 
pjn- at the French CWtzua! Centre. 


TODAY’S EVENTS P?i 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Ums Annum Club. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Irm, 130 pjn. 

Lions Phfci lfr Ma CM > . Mee tings 
every second and fumili Wednesday at 
tire Ammon Hotel, 730p jil 
FU addpUi Rotary Club. Meetings 
Wednesday at tbe Hobday Inn, 
pjn. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at frelntercoatincaalHotd, 2.00pm. 
Royal Autuoiuble dab. Jsbal Amman. 
Eighth Gride. TeL 815261. 81541* 


1*15. 

1*30 


Blood bank 778303 

CvH Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue ... 192, 621111, 637777 

Fbfi cc headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 896391*1 
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j? 

i ■ 


\ Arabian pharmacy 
A1 Hashemi pharmacy ..... 

Maher pharmacy ... 


1*30.. 

1*45 

1*50 


, Abu Dhabi i 
Kuwait | 


— Cairo i 


WEATHER 


Electric Power Co. 636381*. 624881 
Mnaidpal water conulaints 771125/8 
Queen Alia InL Airport (08)53330/60 


TAXIS: 

Sbmeisani taxi ...... 

Asan taxi 

MAyar taxi 

Amman taxi 

Taj taxi 


.665294 

844503 

644574 

656424 

774191 


Royal Cultural Centre _ teL 
American Centre 


Ame ri c a n Gauze Ubraiy ... 
British Corned 


French Cultara] Centre 

Goethe Institute .. 


Soviet Chloral Centre 

Spanish Gikural Centre. 

Turkish Chloral Centre — 

Haya Arts Centre . 


Hussein Youth Gty 

Y.W.CA 


Y.WALA 

Amman Municipal Library ., 
University a£ Iordan Unary 


661026/7 

- 644371 
-641520 
636147/8 

- 637009 

_ 641993 

- 644203 
_ 624049 

- 639777 
. 665195 
667181/6 
.. 641793 

- 664251 
637111 
843555 


CHURCHES 


Catholic) 


MUSEUMS 


HDikkm Mpuin Jewelry and 
tunes over 100 years old. Abo mu 
from Madaba and Jerasb (4* to 18* 


centuries). Hie Roman Theatre, 
Amman. Opaamg hours: 9.00 am. - 5 


TeL 651760. 


Hasan 
of 


pm. rear-romo. ieL 
jeraao Ai i. nr runpr i r 
oncdlmr collection of tbe 
Jordan. Jabal A1 QaTa , 

Opening bouts: 9.00 am. - 5.00 p _ 
(Fridays and official boifctays 10.00 am 
4,00 pjn.). Closed Tuesdays. 
J»dgBa— ICaBuji C&nafaact*. 
lection of painitp, ceramics, and scu- 


Sr- 

Jabal Amman, tci. 

Chun* of the Aanudution (Raman 
CUbofic) Jabal LnweflxJeh, 637440. 
De 1 SaBo CSmrch (Roman CatboHc) 
Jabal Hussein, 661757. 

Chun* of die Anuuudutta (Greek 
OrthodoxJAbdaH, 623541. 

AagBcaa Chore* (Qrartfa a f tbe Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman. 625383. 

Armadas Ca*nBc Chudi Aduifift, 
771331. 

Armoiha Orthodox ChmthAsbrafieh. 
775261. 

St. Euhrsfcn ftm rh (Syrian Ortiiodox) 
Ashrafieh, 771751. 

Ammon Sataadoual Chunk (Inter- 
deacmnational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School is Sbmefcani, 816534, 
817534. 

•Emngefiad Luthera Chmfc, Jabal 
Amman, 6th Grde, (Rev. N. Smir), 
Td: 811295. 
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Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


It will be fair, with normal s umme r y 
weather and northwesterly moderate 
wbds. In Aqaba, winds be northerly 
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Low/high temperature in deg.C. 
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Fayez receives ambassadors 
of Korea, Saudi Arabia 


AMMANO-TjLower House of Par- 
liament Speaker Akef AI Fayez 
Sunday received the ambassadors 
p£ Saudi Arabia and tne Republic 
of Korea in separate meetings for 
•dscussions on relations between 
Jordan and their countries, m»a nc 
to bolster these relations as well as 
fee latest developments in the 
Middle East. 

Saudi charge d'affaires in Jor- 
dan Abdul Rahman Nasser did 
not disclose details of the meeting 
but said that bilateral ties and 
means to further enhance them 
were discussed. 


South Korean Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Ple- 
nipotentiary to Jordan Dong Soon 

Park told the Jordan limes thathe 
and Mr. Fayez reviewed bilateral 
cooperation in all fields and that 
both sides agreed to upgrade exi- 
sting ties, especially in die eco- 
nomic field. 

Mr. Park and Mr. Fayez also 
reviewed current Jordanian peace 
efforts in the Middle East. Mr. 
Park expressed his country’s sup- 
port for the King’s initiatives to 
peacefully solve the ftilestine que- 
stion. 


325 die in Air India crash 


(Contented from pay l) 

metres)," the Shannon - control 
spokesman reported. 

Shortly after the plane dis- 
appeared from radar screens, an 
automatic electronic distress sig- 
nal was picked up by other jet- 
liners in die area. Shannon control 
immediately dispatched search 
vessels to the scene. 

The first wreckage was sighted 
” about two hours after die crash. It 
was spread in an east-west oval 
directly below the spot where the 
plane disappeared on radar, the 
Shannon control spokesman said. 

Press Association, Britain’s 
domestic news agency, quoted an 
unidentified controller as saying 
the position indicated the plane 
“dropped like a stone." 

The plane went down in fairly 
calm seas, but officials said the 
weather was deteriorating in die 
search zone. 

As more craft reached the area 
in a joint search operation lau- 
nched by Britain and Ireland, 
heavy rain began falling, a mist 
came down and the sea became 
rougher. 

Rescue officials confirmed the 
wreckage was centred almost exa- 
ctly at the spot where the four- 
engined jet disappeared off the 
radar screens. 

If the plane's engines had failed, 
they added, the captain would 
have had time to make a distress 
call before the plane hit the water. 

Search planes spotted life-rafts - 
strewn across the sea but reported 
that none was inflated. 

One of the searchers said the 
crash she was “like a battlefield." 

Air India set up an emergency 
room ai London s ilea throw air- 
port deal with inquiries -from 
relatives of- those aboard. • 

Mr. Da Gama, asked by rep- 
orters if Air India bad received 
any threats, said: “Over the past 
few months there have been thr- 
eats of hijacks and that son of 
thing.” 

He refused to give any further 
details. 

The Air India Jumbo was car- 
tying 303 passengers and 22 crew 
when it went down. 

In Montreal, an airline spo- 
kesman said Flight 182 had ori- 
ginated in Toronto and picked up 
more passengers during a stop in 
Montreal before leaving for Lon- 
don and Bombay. 


Air India sales manager Derek 
Menezes said die once- weekly 
flight had left Toronto at 0015 

He confirmed that the majority 
of passengers were of In dian ori- 
gin and said they were carrying 
Cana dian passports. 

Mr. Menezes said the mai- 
ntenance and safety checks at 
Montreal were routine and no 
problems were found. 

Mr. Da Gama said the pilot sent 
out no distress si gnal before the 
airliner went down but one was 
automatically activated when it hit 
the sea. 

He said 23 passengers, mainly 
airline staff, were supposed to dis- 
embark in London and the plane 
was going to pick up 60 pas- 
sengers. 

Most of the 60 passengers were 
put on another Air India flight 
which later left for Delhi, he said. 

The ill-fated Boeing was named 
Kanishka after an old emperor of 
India. 

Asked whether an attempt 
might have been made to seize or 
destroy the plane, a spokesman 
for Indian Prime Minster Rajiv 
Gandhi told Reuters: 

“I don't want to make any 
comment on this at this stage. We 
do not have enough details. The 
prime minister has been told." 

The Press Trust of India (PIT) 
news agency, quoting officials at I 
Shannon airport, said the pos- I 
sibilhy of a mid-air explosion on 
board the Boeing 747 would have 
to be thoroughly investigated. 

Three Indian passenger aircraft 
have been hijacked in tee last four 
years,, tee hijackers were all ext- 
remists seeking to set up a sep~ 
arateSxkh state in India's northern 
Punjab state. 

Ail three planes belonged to the 
domestic service, Indian Airlines. 

A Boeing 737 was seized last 
August shortly after it took off 
from Srinagar and forced to fly to 
neighbouring Pakistan and teen to 
Dubai where tee Sikh hijackers 
surrendered.- • 

Nine Sikhs hijacked an Indian 
Airlines Airbus in July last year 
and forced to fly to Lahore in 
Pakistan. In September 1981, five 
Sikhs hijacked a Boeing 737, also 
to Lahore. 

Sunday’s crash was tee third 
worst disaster in aviation history 
and tee worst at sea. 
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Khatib, Kuwaiti official discuss 

cooperation in conservation 
of energy, building technology 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Means of con- *9 serve bote Jordan and 

serving enerev in industrv and in Kuwait. 
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HAJ HASSAN RETURNS: Minister 

of Labour Khaled AI Hay Hassan (third from left), 
‘who returned Sunday after at t en d in g a conference 



of the International Labour Org a nis ati on (ILO) in 
Geneva, is received upon arrival by senior officials 
(Petra photo) 


serving energy in industry and in 
domestic use was one of several 
topics discussed by Jordanian and 
Kuwaiti officials m Amm an Sun- 
day. 

Minister of Energy and Mineral' 
Resources Hisham AI Khatib dis- 
cussed the subject with Dr. Adnan 
Shihabnddin. the director general 
of tee Kuwaiti Scientific Research 
Institute who is currently on a visit 
to Jordan. 

Also discussed were issues per- 
taining to building materials, tee 
exchange of expertise and other 
related topics, to ways of ove- 
rcoming obstacles in laying power 
networks and establ ishin g a cen- 
tral bureau of information on one- 


WHO regional centre to study effects of pollution, 
environmental factors on public health 


By Simonetta Carr 

Special to the Jordan limes 

AMMAN — The Centre for Env- 
ironmental Health Activities 
(CEHA) of the East Med- 
iterranean Region al Office 
(EMRO) of tee World Health 
Organisation (WHO) was est- 
ablished last January in tee cur- 
rent temporary premises granted 
by tee Minis 07 of Health. 

The centre is intended to serve 
as a technical and scientific arm of 
the WHO regional office in its col- 
laborative efforts with member 
countries to expedite the planning 
and implementation of their env- 
ironmental health programmes. 

Mr. Mahmood Suleiman, int- 
erim coordinator of the centre, 
said teat tee decision of tee WHO 
regional director to establish tee 
CEHA was based on a feasibility 
study conducted in 1979 by three 
WHO study teams who visited 
severaJ countries in this region. 
The recommendations of these 
teams were endorsed by all the vis- 
ited countries and by an EMRO 
inter-country consultative mee- 
ting mi environmental health res- 
earch held in Atnman in Dec- 
ember 1983. 

Mr. Suleiman added that 
Amniafi was selected as host city 
due to its geographic location, 
climate and travel facilities, ease 
of access and telecommunications 
and availability of technical and 
scientific institutions and lab- 
oratories, as well as amenities rel- 
evant to the recruitment of int- 
ernational staff (including sch- 
ooling and housing). 

Effects of urbanisation 

He also said teat the rapid urb- 
anisation and industrialisation 
which has been taking place in the 
22 WHO member countries of the 


East Mediterranean region has 
contributed seriously, and often 
critically, to the problems of water 
and air pollution. “New food and 
agricultural technologies and tee 
use of chemical fertilizers have' 
aggravated these environmental 
problems and increased tee bur- 
den of tee national health and env- 
ironmental institutions which”, he 
said, “usually suffer from tee lack 
of appropriate manpower”. 

Beside enhancing new act-, 
fvities, CEHA intends to facilitate 
ongoing activities in tee above 
mentioned countries, such as act- 
ivities for tee international dri- 
nking, water supply and sanitation 
decade, tee Mediterranean action 
plan for tee control of marine pol- 
lution, tee Gulf action plan for tee 
protection of tee marine env- 
ironment, the establishment of 
water and air quality monitoring, 
tee food safety programme, an 
environmental planning for rural 
and urban development and bou- 
sing, and increased activities in 
basic water supply and sanitation 
as elements of primary health 
care. 

' CEHA also hopes to enhance 
and facilitate the participa tion try 
member states in the' snaring of 
experience and institutional cap 1 
adty. 

Mr. Suleiman also acts as chief 
technical and administrative off- 
icer of CEHA. Other personnel, 
for the first phase of CEHA’s dev- 
elopment (1985-87), wifl be lim- 
ited to a staff of at least two pro- 
fessionals. They will be dealing 
primarily with human resources 
development, including all env- 
ironmental health issues, and tee 
information system development 
which has the function to exchage 
and disseminate appropriate tec- 
hnology to member countries and 
to help teem to better plan and 
evaluate their own programme 


activities. 

Staff selection 

These two areas, Mr. Suleiman 
told the Jordan Times, are the pre- 
sent priorities of the centre for all 
EMRO countries. The needed 
personnel are now being chosen 
and screened. “It will take some 
time”, he said. For aO other 
CEHA's activities, including app- 
lied research to lead to the dev- 
elopment of appropriate tec- 
hnology, development of national 
environmental policies and pla- 
nning and direct cooperation with 
member countries in project dev- 
elopment, will be implemented 
1 through short-term consultants, 
and contractual service agr- 
eements with national institutions. 

CEHA wil] also consult closely 
with a technical advisory board to 
be composed of at least four 
members from tee region inc- 
luding one from the host country, 
as well as with tee environmental 
health unit in the regional office of 
WHO. 

The second phase staffing will 
be dependent on. $tfure pro^ 
gramme deyefopmenjsmid on the 
first phase's experience! as well as 
tee experience of tee other two 
WHO regional environmental 
centres in Lima, Peru and Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia. 

Mr. Suleiman said that a large 
part of the environmental pro- 
blems identified in this region are 
related to water supply and san- 
itation. They indude its proper 
maintenance and minimum eva- 
luation, surveillance of its systems, 
leakage detection in water dis- 
tribution. Special attention is also 
given to operations of wastewater 
treatment and reuse. Mr. Sul- 
eiman said an applied research is 
being conducted presently on this 
last issue which, he believes, “will 


be particularly important for Jor - 1 
dan and other dry areas of tee reg- 
ion”. 

Water, air monitoring 

Hazardous waste management, 
solid waste management, and 
monitoring water and air con- 
stitute other environmental pro- 
blems identified in the region 
which CEHA is getting ready to 
tackle through promotion and 
stimulation of national or inter- 
country project activities. 

“More projects are in tee pip- 
eline which will specifically inv- 
olve Jordan", he said, “but we are 
waiting for a response from the 
, government before we can be 
. more specific on these”. He added 
that, in Jordan, CEHA is very 
much interested in assisting the 
University of Jordan in raising tee 
standards of tee Environmental 
Engineering Department. 

To finance tne centre's ope- 
rations, in addition to WHO reg- 
ular budgetary resources, an ini- 
tial grant by tee Arab Gulf Pro- 
gramme for United Nations Dev- 
elopment (AGFUND) will be uti- 
, lized during the first phase act- 
’ ivities: Like the other two env- 
\ ironmeotal centres of WHO, 
CEHA also endevours to attract 
further budgetary resources from 
other interested parties, like tee 
Kuwaiti Fund, the Islamic Dev- 
elopment Bank, the Arab League, 
ana non -regional agencies. 

For optimal use of these res- 
ources. CEHA will collaborate 
with national training and sci- 
entific institutions such as tee 
"University of Jordan and tee 
Royal Scientific Society. It will 
also utilize to tee maximum extent 
possible tee networking concept 
with existing and new WHO col- 
laborating centres in tee region as 
well as WHO international ref- 
erence centres. 


Bote sides agreed to follow up 
talks on these subjects and to def- 
ine scopes for future cooperation. 
Aides from bote sides attended 

1 Dr. ShbaLnddtn also watched a 
documentary on the development 
and tee achievements of tee Jor- 
dan Electricity Authority (JEA). 

Earlier Dr. Shihabuddin called 
at the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) and held discussions with 
RSS President Fakhreddin Al 
Dagbestani on cooperation bet- 
ween tee Kuwaiti institute and tee 
RSS in energy conservation aff- 
airs. Agreement was reached on 
tee joint implementation of two 


projects. 

Dr. Daoud Jabaji, bead of tee 
RSS Building Research Centre, 
told tee Jordan Times that tee two 
sides will First prepare a handbook 
on thermal insulation in buildings 
in tee course of developing the 
Kuwaiti and Jordanian building 
codes wite special focus on ways to 
conserve energy. 

He said tee two sides will also 
cany out a techno-economic ass- 
essment of tee present technology 
currently employed in tee man- 
ufacture of insulating mate rials, in 
addition to a pre-feasibility study 
on tee employment of local raw 
materials m the manufacture of 
insulating materials. 


Cabinet forms delegations for 
Arab information meetings 


AMMAN (Petra) — The cabinet 
Sunday formed Jordan's del- 
egation which will attend the mee- 
tings of Arab Ministers of Inf- 
ormation Council due to open in 
Tunis on July 2nd. 

The delegation, to be led by 
Minister of Information Moh- 
ammad Al Khatib, will include 
Information Ministry Under Sec- 
retary Michael Hamameh and Mr. 


AtaUah Rujub. tee director of the 
ministry’s Arab and International 
Organisations Department. 

Also Sunday tee cabinet formed 
Jordan's delegation to tee sta- 
nding Arab information com- 
mittee meetings to be held in 
Tunis between June 29 and July 1. 
The delegation will be headed by 
Mr. Hamameh. 


Road race set for Friday 


By Rana Sab bagh 

Jordan lima Stiff Reporter 

AMMAN — More than 300 peo- 
ple, young and old. male and fem- 
ale are expected to participate in 
the 10 , 000 - metre classic road 
race, an annual event sponsored 
by tee Amman Marriott Hotel, 
and scheduled to be held in 
Amman Friday. 

Proceeds of tee race, jointly 
organised by the hotel, the Joxdan 
Military Sports Council fJMSC) 
and tee Tourism Authority will go 
to the Al Hussein Society for tee 
Rehabilitation of tee Physically 
Handicapped. “The hotel will 
contribute JD 1 per participant in 
■ tee race," tee ^ hotel,’?' . general 
manager. Mi 1 . Haile Aguilar said. 

The race will start at 4:00 p.m. 
at the hotel, and tee route passes 
through Jabal AI Hussein to dow- 
ntown, Amman, through Shm- 
eisani via tee first. Second and 
Third Circles, the Holiday Inn 
Hotel road, proceeding to through 
King Hussein street in Sbmeisani 
and back to tee hotel through 
Arab B ank street 
During a press conference held 
at the hotel Sunday, Mr. Aguilar 
told reporters teat the event will 
serve “humanitarian causes and 
will offer a fun-packed occasion 
for Amman’s community”. 

Another speaker at tee press 
conference. Brieadier Hratcb 


Etyemezian, said that tee JMSC 
will offer all technical and adm- 
inistrative assistance needed for 
tee success of tee road-race, pro- 
viding transportation facilities, 
ambulances and referees. 

The racers will all be running 
together “making an interesting 
combination of young and old”, 
but wil] be divided into four age 
groups according to Mr. Aguilar. 
Age classes for tee race are under 
15 years of age, between 16 and 
30, from 31 to 45 and above 46. 
Each group will have two sub- 
groups of males and females. 

The first female and male win- 
ners of each group will be awarded, 
a cup. The second and third fern-'* 
ald r and male winners in each 
group will be awarded silver and 
bronze medals respectively, whe- 
reas, the overall winner of all gro- 
ups. the first to arrive, wifl be awa- 
rded the race cup. 

Racers willing to participate 
should contact tee hotel’s business 
office, where they should present 
their identity card. The reg- 
istration fee for tee 10 , 000 -metre 
classic road race is JD 3 and the 
hotel will provide each participant 
with a Marriott T-shirt along with 
a number. 

Participants who belong to any 
local sports, are exempt from 
paying the registration fee. 
Brig. Etyemezian said. 
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WATER AUTHORITY 
OF JORDAN 
INVITATION TO BID 
GREATER AMMAN WATER AND 
SEWERAGE PROJECT 
CONTRACT 116/85 


1- The Water Authority invites experienced con- 
tractors from member countries of the World 
Bank, Switzerland and Taiwan and the con- 
tractors in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
who have been prequalified in the Ministry of 
Public Works as general and first water and sew- 
erage, genera] and first roads and building, to 
submit bids for the supply and construction of 
Sweileh, Tla'ali, Umessumak, Khiida and Wadi 
Seer water supply and distribution systems acc- 
ording to the specifications and conditions of 
contract which are obtainable from the Water 
Authority head office in Amman. 

2- Bids are due no later than Saturday August 10, 
1985 at 12:00 noon Jordan local time. 

3- Foreign contractors shall submit in a sealed env- 
elope containing ail information about the com- 
pany for the purpose of prequalification and they 
are due no later than July 14th 1985, foreign con- 
tractors are strongly encouraged to joint venture 
with prequalified local contractors. 

4- A prebid conference will be held on July 14, 1985 
at 9:00 a.m. Jordan local time at the Water Aut- 
hority head office in Amman and the site visit shall 
be timed during the conference. 

5- Tender documents are available at the Water Aut- 
hority’s tender department in Amman, Jabaf A! 
Hussein, P.O. Box 2412 at the rate of JD 150 per 
set non-refundable. 


Eng. MS. Keflani 
President 
Water Authority 



SIGHT&S0UND 


COMPUTER SUMMER CAMPS 

OPERATIONS, PROGRAMMING & GAMES 

FOR 

YOUNGSTERS OF AGES 9 TO n 

Sight & Sound Education Centre in Amman is holding 4 Computer 
camps on its premises - 

Each camp will run for two weeks, 5 days a week, from 9 am. to 
12 noon for ages 9—12 and from 3 pm. - 6pm. for age group 
13-17. One computer will be fully dedicated for two students. 

An advanced course for last year’s students . 

Camp 1 - June 29th , 1985 to July -10th, 1985 ' 

Camp 2 - July 13th, 1985 to July 24th, 1985 

Camp 3 - July 27th, 1985 to August 7th, 1985 - Advanced 

Camp 4 - August 10th, 1985 to August 21st, 1985 




For further 
information and/or 
registration call: 


Sight & Sound 
Shmeisani, Opposite the 
Ambassador Hotel 
P.O.Box 739 Tel: 661136 
Telex: 21989 Motel Jo. 




. Time for progress 

A JORDANIAN-PALES' 1'LNIAN delegation this week emb- 
arks on a tour of European capitals to explain the Jordan-PLO 
accord of Feb. IX and its aim of solving the Palestine problem. 

At the same time, Arab governments work cm prepara dons 
for the projected Arab summit conference, called by Morocco 
and the Palestine liberation Organisation (PLO) to look into 
ways of ending the tragedy of the Pfeksturian refugees in Leb- 
anon and to study means of resolving the Palestine question. 

Both endeavours face the prospects of success or failure, 
depending on the efforts being exerted and the sincerity of 
those involved in making them. The Jordanian and Palestinian 
leaders who charted the Amman accord are certain of the 
soundness of their purpose and hopeful that their efforts wfll 
win support from mqjor world nations which is an important 
prerequisite to pave the way for an international conference 
designed to fold a permanent solution to the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict. 

On the other hand, the planned summit continues to face 
obstacles despite reports that a quorum has been found for 
bedding it in the first half of the comhig month. Jordan and the 
PLO are of course among those supporting the conference 
whose main purpose Is to fold common Arab ground on which 
efforts can continue to solve the Pales tinian problem. 

The minority of Arab countries opposing the summit are 
bound to boycott it, probably because at such a grouping they 
will fed isolated, since their views conflict with those of the 
majority over lames Ube the Gulf war, the proposed int- 
ernational Middle East conference, the joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian accord and the situation in Lebanon. But this sho- 
uld not create the impression that the planned s ummi t will be a 
failure. The majority of Arab states which are willing to attend 
(he summit have on different occasions voiced backing for the 
Jordanians- and Palesftiians’ efforts, and they no doubt see 
eye to eye with us on tile remainder of problems facing the Arab 
nation at large. 

But the most Important success of the forthcoming summit 
could be a dearand unequivocal support and backing for the 
Amman accord of Feb. 11 and the joint Jordanian-Plalesfinian 
mitiative which appears to be the only promising and viable one 
on (he scene and which is in perfect harmony with resolutions 
adopted by Arab leaders at the Fez summit in 1982. 

This is a time when real progress can be made to restore 
Arab solidarity and further our just cause in the international 
arena. Let us hope the time is also right to tear of positive 
developments after this long period of stagnation and disputes 
that we have been passing through. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’U Su mm it to rescue Palestinians 

KING HUSSEIN Saturday emphasised Jordan’s keenness on att- 
ending an Arab summit meeting called by Morocco in order to 
discuss ways to end the sufferings of the Palestinian people in their 
camps in Lebanon. King Hussein set an example for other Arab 
leaders with whom be wishes to meet and make them fully realise the 
real proportion of the tragedy in Lebanon. 

• Unless the Arab countries move now to save the Palestinians from 
disaster, they should not await other countries to do so. The mas- 
sacring of the Palestinian in Lebanon brought much happiness to 
Israel, which has been exploiting the situation and presenting the 
Arabs abroad as not serious in reaching for peace with others as long 
as they fail to find peace among themselves. 

The Arab masses attach great hopes on the coming Arab summit 
meeting not only to end the tragedy of the Palestinian people in 
Lebanon but also to chart joint action for Arab countries in the face 
of continuous dangers and threats by the enemies of the A rab nation. 

Al Dustour: TWA hijack irresponsible 

THE HIJACKERS who seized the American TWA plane have given 
the United States a chance to make a show of force in Arab waters. 
They offered the Americans an opportunity to carry out military 
intervention in the Arab region and take vengeance on the hijackers 
and their supporters. The hijackers* action has therefore brought 
fresh dangers to Lebanon and the Arab region, drew world-wide 
condemnation and indignation, and weakened Arab credibility. 

The hijackers belong to a group who carry out attacks on the 
refugee camps in Beirut and therefore they have no sympathy for 
their cause from the Arab people. Of course we do not want to see the 
Americans carrying out military action in the Arab region, and we do 
not want to see further tragedies befalling the Lebanese and the 
. Palestinians, but we also do not want to see such terrorist actions 
spreading in our region either. 

The hijackers have caused damage to their cause and their call for 
the release of 700 Shi’ites from Israeli jails because world-public 
opinion has now been turned against them. We would like to see the 
hijackers releasing the innocent hostages in order to bring about an 
easing of tension that would benefit the Arab cause in general and the 
stand of the Arab detainees in Israeli prisons in particular. 

Sawt Al Shaab: Summit means hope 

POLITICAL CIRCLES in most Arab states have welcomed the 
convening of an Arab summit conference in the coming month. They 
see in this summit consensus among Arab leaders to forego the 
present state of differences and disputes between their countries in a 
bid to focus attention on the future and study means of confronting 
the common challenges. 

Many of the problems now present in the Arab countries were, 
brought about because of lack of Arab consensus and lack of joint 
action. Observers of Middle East developments have noted that 
some Arab countries have been opposing such a summit, which is 
designed to help the Arab countries to solve their chronic problems. 
This minority does not want to be committed to joint national action' 
that can prtserve Arab rights and interests. 

The Arab stales, in the absence of joint action, have been facing a 
disastrous situation in Lebanon and the Gulf War, both conflicts that 
have been sapping Arab resources and weakening the Arab nation. 
Arab masses have reason to look hopefully to the coming summit 
because it represents a light of hope in a dark alley. 


Guest Column 


By Mufid Awwad 


Enquiry committee to investigate Lebanon invasion? 


THE INVASION of Lebanon 
and the negative effects it left 
on the psychological, social and 
economic life inside the Israeli 
society prompted a large sector 
of the Israeli public to demand 
the formation of an enquiry 
committee to look into the imp- 
lications of this invasion, des- 
cribed by many as the worst 
disaster ever encountered by 
the Zionist state since 1948. 

Those calling for the for- 
mation of the committee are 
basing their demand on a pre- 
cedent, an enquiry committee 
set up in 1973 following the 
October War to look into the 
causes of defeat and heavy los- 
ses of life among the Israelis. 
The “Agranat” committee, 
as it was' called at the time was’ 
set up also to explore the rea- 


sons behind the'shortc 
of senior government otnaais 
and high-ranking army officer 
that led to toe “disaster. As 
long as a committee had been 
formed: for investigating the 
outcome of the 1973 war. there 
is no reason, according to some 
Israelis, for a similar com- 
mittee not to be formed to inv- 
estigate -the invasion and its- 
consequences. 

The October War was said to 
have brought about the first 
military defeat to the Israelis 
due, mainly, to the element of 
surprise and to the loss of tho- 
usands of Israeli troops in the 
battles. This Israeli army was 
supposed to have been trained 
to face surprise attacks by the 
Lebanese and Palestinian res- 
istance forces in South Leb- 


anon, which actually inflicted 
another defeat on the Israeli 
government and aimed forces. 1 

The Israeli leaders have not 
in fact-expeqted the Lebanese 
‘ to quickly mobilise their forces 
and fill the vacuum made by 
the withdrawal of Palestinian 
forces. They never expected 
, the Lebanese to cany out dar- 
1 mg attacks on the invasion for- 
ces throughout occupied South 
Lebanon. 

The Israelis made another 
blunder by miscalculating the 
real power of their allies in 
Lebanon and failing to take 
into account the possibility that 
these allies might forsake 
them at one stage or another. 
They also committed a fatal 
mistake when they believed 


that they would be able to imp- 
ose their terms and conditions 
on the Lebanese government 
for a settlement 

Those demanding the for- 
mation of an enquiry com- 
mittee say that since Israel had 
planned this war it should have' 
been in a position to det- 
ermine and control its course ' , 
of events and, its results. They 
maintain that the Israeli army 
was not prepared and con- 
sequently was taken by 
surprise In 1973. This time too, 
they' say the Israeli army was 1 
caught unprepared to wit- 
hstand a prolonged war or a 
war of attrition that was imp- 
osed on it Why then, they ask, 
should the army be able to lau- 
nch l ightning attacks on the 


enemy, but cannot face long 

fighting ? 

Those demanding an enq- 
uiry committee realise that the 
Israeli army had known all 
along that the resistance in 
South Lebanon is used to gue- 
rrilla warfare, tike the Israeli 
forces, who are used to con- 
ventional regular army com- 
bat Why conduct an invasion 
then? They also say that toe 
October war ended with an 
agreement on the dis- 
engagement of forces with 
Syria and a peace treaty with 
Egypt But toe invasion of 
Lebanon ended with nothing. 
Even the may 17 agreement 
which Ariel Sharon is said to 
have imposed on toe Israeli 
government was not allowed 


to see the light and the invasion 
was transformed into a nig- 
htmare for the Israeli combat 
soldier. In fact the war in Leb- 
anon made of that coun try ano- 
ther Arab confrontation state. 

The Israelis had described toe 
October War as an earthquake 
due to toe heavy losses and toe 
severe blow it dealt to toe Zio- 
nist state's economy. The con- 
sequences of the invasion was 
more devastating at the social 
.and economic levels for Israel. 
This invasion has forced toe 
Israelis to reexamine their str- 
ategies and their policies not 
for the sake of cutting off the 
heads of their leaders who ris- 
ked the adventure but rather 
for averting similar cat- 
astrophes in toe future. 


Setting the record straight on Israel and U.S. 


By Philip Geyelin 

ISRAEL'S EXIT from Lebanon 
on toe third anniversary of its 
entry by armed force invites a look 
at toe costs: toe military and civ- 
ilian casualties; toe physical dev- 
astation; the failure of American 
as well as Israeli missions; the bui- 
ldup of toe Syrian/Soviet power 
position; a Lebanon left up for 
grabs by Islamic extremists. 

Somewhere in these ruins there 
has to be a lesson. But in order to 
find it, you must begin by add- 
ressing a fashionable fantasy. The 
Reagan administration lost the 
war, Israeli and American rev- 
isionists would now have us bel- 
ieve, by insisting on cease-fires 
and otherwise intervening to stop 
toe carnage just when Israel was 
on toe brink of victoiy. 

If you believe that, toe lesson of 
Lebanon is that a meddlesome. 


overbearing United States should 
have given Israel its head to tend 
to its security interests as it saw 
them. The plain implication is that 
Israel’s security interests are ine- 
vitably toe same as U.S. security 
interests. 

The true lesson is just the opp- 
osite. The record of Lebanon is a 
record of the U.S.-Jsraeli rel- 
ationship at its worst; of mutual 
interests lost sight of: of a United 
States protesting ineffectually to 
an unresponsive Israel. It is a rec- 
ord of U JS. perceptions of its own 
interests — and Israel’s — weakly 
subordinated to toe will of the Isr- 
aeli government. 

In toe crucial months leading up 
to toe invasion, toe only thing toe 
Reagan administration didn’t 
know about Israeli intentions was 
what pretext toe government of 
Prime Minister Menachem Begin 
would seize upon to justify bre- 


aking 

V\£[ 


and entering Lebanon, 
/ell-placed U.S. officials — 
from former Secretary of State Al 
Haig, in his memoirs, to toe dep- 
arting U.S. Ambassador to Israel. 
Sam Lewis, in recent interviews — 
have simply confirmed the adm- 
inistration’s prior knowledge. The 
previews came from none other 
than toe invasion's mastermind, 
Ariel Sharon, the Israeli minister 
of defence at the time. 

The record is equally clear that 
administration officials rem- 
onstrated repeatedly from the 
mo mait Sharon first laid out his 
designs at a meeting with Ronald 
Reagan’s special Mideast envoy, 
Ftoilip Habib, a full six months 
before the invasion. According to 
Lewis (on Israeli television last 
month). Sharon presented in det- 
ail a plan that closely app- 
roximated toe actual invasion. 
“Habib was dumfounded,” Mr. 


Lewis recalled, as were be and 
other Americans present “by toe 
audacity and the political concept- 
that this seemed to involve.'' 

Mr. Habib “made it ext- 
raordinarily dear to Sharon that 
this was an unthinkable pro- 
position as far as the U.S. gov- 
ernment was concerned," Mr. 
Lewis recalled. Sharon called Mn 
Lewis’s account of the meeting a 
“gross tie." In reply, die State 
Department said Mr. Lewis “des- 
cribed the UJS. position in this 
matter with complete accuracy. 
We strongly object to any sug- 
gestions to toe contrary.” 

Is tots tallr aunrmng allies “irr- 
evocably bound to each other and 
entangled in a whole variety of 
ways ... in the nature of a family' 
relationship,’ as Mr. Lewis rec- 
ently put it m an interview with toe 
Washington Post? 

• Hardly. To suggest, as toe rev- 


isionists do, that toe Israelis knu- 
ckled under to American pressure 
at any significant point along toe 
way is to deny toe record. 

Specifically, toe notion that the 
United States “discouraged the 
Israelis from Tunning toe Syrians 
out of the Bekaa (Valley) and the 
Palestinians out of Beirut," as 
former U.N. Ambassador Jeane 
Kirkpatrick argued recently, flies 
in the face of known facts. Sharon 
took more than a year to think up 
this explanation for the failure of 
his mission. 

And Sharon is his own worst 
witness. Having persistently ref- 
used to pay attention to ceasefires 
he didn’t like, he is in a poor pos- 
ition to blame one that he did obs- 
erve for snatching defeat from toe 
jaws of an Israeli victory. 

As responsible Israelis well 
know, Israeli forces bad run into 
unexpected stiff resistance. They 


'had taken casualties al a rate inc- 
reasingly una cceptable at home. 
The Israelis could not have mop- 
ped up all toe PLO fighters sca- 
ttered around Lebanon (the one in 
Beirut were escorted out), and still 
less drive toe Syrians out of the 
Bekaa, without for heavier oasts in 
lives and treasure than Israel was 
prepared to pay. 

Mir. Lewis, by contrast, is an 
impressive witness, the more so 
since his eight years as amb- 
assador had made him dean on to e 
diplomatic corps and a popular 
figure in Israel. 

An acute concern for Israeli 
security interests is an American 
imperative. But it need not come 
at toe cost of Israel’s disregard for 
legitimate U.S. security interests. 
That is the lesson of Lebanon; 
play it again, Sam — The Was- 
hington Post. 



Frustration is growing 
among Latin American 
debtor nations 



$5 billion each year for one 



while young Americans worry 
about their od demic future? 
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Aid to Israel at what price, queries ADC 

By Maureen Joyce 

WASHINGTON — A series of 
full-page advertisements paid for 
by the Washington-based 
A m eri can- A rab Anti- 
Discrimination Committee 
(ADC) have been appearing in 
major UJ5 . newspapers recently as 
part of the ADC's campaign to 
urge U.S. congressmen to vote 
against the Reagan adm- 
inistration's proposed $4.5 billion 
in foreign assistance to Israel, acc- 
ording to ADC spokesman, for- 
mer U.S. Senator James Abo- 
urezk. 

Sen. Abourezk said the series of 
ads, which began June 6, con- 
centrated on three different iss- 
ues: the proposed budget cuts for 
social security, college loans and 
form aid. 

The first advertisement, which 
ran in the “Washington Post," as 
well as other newspapers around 
the country, focused on proposed 
budget cuts “which would strip 
$21 billion from social security 
payments over the next three 
years,” while at the same time inc- 
reasing aid to Israel “ that amounts 
to almost $1,700 a year for each 
man, woman and child in Israel.” 
Meanwhile, the ad points out 
that Israel, which does not have to 
repay the U.S, aid, "has one of the 
most generous welfare systems in 
the world. 

“Thanks to Congress and the 
(Reagan) administration what 
(Israel gets) now, they keep. 
American citizens are not treated 
this well by* their own gov- 
ernment." 

Sen. Abourezk said U.S. new- 
spapers in which the adv- 
ertisements appeared were chosen 
for “dcmograjphic reasons.” 

The advertisements were timed 
to influence Congress in its del- 
iberations on aid bill. In a tel- 
ephone interview, Sen. Abourezk 
had said, “we hope that members 
of Congress will vote against the 
Israeli aid,” although he conceded 
that this was unlikely to happen 
• this year.“But we hope it will eve- 
ntually he concluded. 


By Keith Grant 

Reuter 

•CARACAS — - The scene: toe 
presidential palace in Me- 
xico City last April. Paul Vol- 
cker, toe United States’ top cen- 
tral banker, is being pressed by 
'reporters on Latin American debt. 

Beside him. Mexican Finance 
Minister Jesus Silva Herzog's 
smile suddenly freezes as toe Fed- 
eral Reserve Board chairman dis- 
penses with diplomatic niceties. 

“I question the logic of a pol- 
itical initiative (on debt). I am 
wary of it and don’t understand 
what the object of a political dia-* 
logue is.” 

The response, from an official 
who has shown relative sympathy 
over Latin America’s $360 billion 
debt plight, underlined the reg- 
ion's inability so far to engage its 
creditors in a wider-ranging dia- 
logue on the issue. 

In the 12 months since the 
area's II most indebted nations 9 
first came together in Cartagena, 
Colombia, their efforts at mod-' 
errauon have met an unshakeable 
belief among creditors that the 
worst is over. 

This apparent failure has emb- 
arrassed the moderate debtors 
such as Brazil and Mexico, led to 
militance in Peru and prompted 
regional officials to try to broaden 
discussion of debt by including 
trade and developmental issues. 

“Here is no real progress so 
far," Argentine Central Bank 
Vice-President Leopoldo Portnoy 
told Reuters. 

There have been successes such 
as the multi-year debt res- 
chedulings agreed for Mexico. 
Venezuela and Ecuador, and the 
World Bank’s recent willingness 
to guarantee bank loans for Chile, 
but they have fallen well short of 
Latin aspirations. 

At last September's Int- 
ernational Monetary Fund (IMF) 
meeting, the U.S. proposed talks 
in the IMF Interim Committee — 
but when this met in April the debt 
issue was hardly touched on. So 
little time was set aside to discuss 

this issue that nothing happened, a 

senior Brazilian Foreign Ministry 
official said. 

Although the seven top Wes- 
tern leaders who met in Bonn last 
month eventually sent a letter 
expressing what Ecquadorean off- 
icials said was a greater und- 
erstanding of Latin America's 
problems, no commitment was 
made to dialogue. 

The Cartagena Group's acting- 
secretary, Uruguayan Foreign 
Minister Enrique Iglesias, says the 
region must persevere in toe face 
of this impasse and will meet again 
next month in Montevideo. 

"We will demonstrate that toe 
debt issue can be resolved through 
trade and that without trade there 
is n'o solution,” he said, adding 
that continuing economic growth 
was also essential. 


Mr.lglesias toured Latin. Ante,-. 

• rican'-'^oun tries this month; and 
took^paft tn a tra^tonfortiideln ’ 
Stockfid) m in an effort to' revive 
discussion of toe debt and per- 
suade creditors that it can only be. 
paid off through increased exp- 
orts. 

But officials at the Caracas- 
based Latin American Economic 
System (SELA) say the region will 
be hard-pressed to service its debt 
this year due to economic ski-* 
_.wdown in toe West and trade pro- 
tectionism. 

A senior Colombian official 
also said debtors must revive 
demands for interest rate relief 
and new lending, arguing that the 
case-by-case approach favoured 
by creditors is not inconsistent, 
with toe search for better terms. ’ 
At the same time, the Carr 
tagena Group has found it hard to 
take concerted action because of 
differing priorities and div- 
ergences between foreign and fin- 
ance ministries. Officials are also 
divided on whether to continue 
initiatives in existing forums such 
as the IMF or push for separate 
talks. 

Among members. Brazil is unw- 
illing to jeopardise its strong trade 
ties with the west and Mexico is 
anxious to consolidate the pro- 
gress adiieved through painful 
economic sacrifices. 

Peru, with its serious debt arr- 
ears and President-Elect Alan 
Garcia's plans to bypass the IMF, 
contrasts heavily with those cou- 
ntries’ generally conservative att- 
itudes and goes far beyond what, 
the Cartagena Group has so far 
proposed. 

Latin America’s stance on the 
debt is seen by some as depending 
op how much support Mr. Gar- 
da’s policies win elsewhere as aus- 
terity plans bite and elections 
loom later in the year in key cou- 
ntries such as Brazil and Arg- 
entina. 

Unions have already staged 
anti-LMF protests in Argentina 
mid Uruguay this year; while 
Cuban leader Fidel Castro has 
also invited toe region’s labour 
leaders to a debt conference next 

month in Havana 
No outbreak of social unrest is 
foreseen in the major debtor cou- 
ntries this year but political sou- 
rces said they expected gov- 
ernments to respond to growing 
discontent with IMF austerity 
programmes and deteriorating liv- 
ing standards. 

A senior official in toe outgoing 
Peruvian ’government predicted 
Mr. Garcia would not start neg- 
otiating wiih the IMF until next 
year if he ever did. Peru has mea- 
nwhile begun barter deals to rerav 
its debt. 

One leading Peruvian politician 
closely involved in regional debt . 
issues predicted Argentina would 
adopt a more radical stance later 

Ch -5.*I ar .® fter faiiin £ lo . comply 
with the latest IMF tarecis. 
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o> Cold equations of cocaine 


The traffic m cocaine is an emotional subject, but in cold economic ~ 
terms it is vital to half a dozen Latin American countries. Sarita 
Kendall looks at the arithmetic. 


■ . ‘ -t> QUITO — It is one of the few 
' products grown, processed, exp- 
* orted and distributed by “Third 

World” countries. The cocaine 
export business is worth about half 
. . .. the work! coffee trade if estimat- 

‘ -* v es of deliveries to consumer cou- 
ntries are compared; but in the 
.• ^ final phase, when bulk shipments 
are broken down for the ind- 
ividual customer, prices rocket by- 
• . ^ more than 300 per cent. 

Colombia, Pem and Bolivia 
remain the most important pro- 
~ during countries, but the co cain e 
business has now spread to most of 
South America. Central Ame- 
rican and Caribbean nations are 
involved too, primarily as trans- 
shipment and financial centres. 
From the thousands of peasant 
families growing coca leaves to the 
few billionaires who direct the 
biggest dans, cocaine has eno- 
rmous economic, soda! and pol- 
itical influence in Latin America. 
Coca leaves have been used for 



at least 5,000 years in rituals in the 
Andes mountains and the Ama- 
zon lowlands, and are also chewed 
as an antidote to cold and hunger. 
Millions of South Americans still, 
use leaves in these ways, so cul- 
tivation of coca is licensed in many 
areas. A very s mall part of the 
crop is also exported legally for 
medical and other purposes. 

Yields vary considerably acc- 
ording to the plant variety grown, 
soil, climate and the level of inv- 
estment in the plantation. The 
Tingo Maria area in the eastern 
foothills of the Peruvian Andes 
can give up to six harvests a year, 
while the average is three or four. 
Even with minim al inputs and att- 
ention, one mature hectare (2.47 
acres) produces a ton of coca lea- 
ves over 12 months. 

The arithmetic of the cocaine 
trade consists largely of gue- 
sstimates. Apart from the more 
obvious problems in arriving at 
reliable figures, die speed with 


which producers respond to anti- 
drug campaigns makes it difficult 
to keep up with changing pro- 
duction levels, locations, prices 
and transport routes. Huge 
mark-ups occur at each stage in 
the process, and the value of a kilo 
of cocaine in, say, Letica on the 
river Amazon can be multiplied by 
40 when it is cut and packaged for 
the Chicago streets. 

However, some idea of the scale 
of South American production 
can be formed by matching inf- 
ormation from sources such as 
dealers, foreign agencies and ban- 
kers. Peru is considered the big- 
gest coca leaf producer, with 
about 60,000 hectares (148,200 
acres) followed by Bolivia with 
50,000 hectares. The areas pla- 
nted with coca in Colombia, Brazil 
and Ecuador have expanded very 
rapidly in the past three years. 
Small plantations in Venezuela 
and Argentina raise the total 
number to at least 145,000 with a 
conservative yield of a ton per hec- 
tare. 

As the raw material is bulky, the 
first stage of processing takes 


make strange arithmetic 


place dose to the growing area.' 
The leaves, sometimes dried, are 
usually softened in petrol or ker- 
osene to produce a sloppy mixture 
that is treated with sulfuric add, 
lime, potassium permanganate or. 
other substances. This, when 
dried, leaves a paste that is nor- 
mally moved elsewhere for more 
sophisticated refining into cocaine 
hydrochloride, the white powder. 

The small grower can hardly 
expect to make enormous profits; 
these come further up the ladder. 
The economics of a very small 
production unit in the Cauca reg- 
ion of highland Colombia are rou- 
ghly as follows: for one batch $27 
is spent on coca leaves (25 lb) and 
519 on chemicals, to produce 
about 40 grams of cocaine paste. 
Th is is sold locally at around $1 .50 
per gram, giving a profit of $ 14 on 
each batch. The family usually 
makes about three batches a 
week, and labour is not, of course, 
accounted for in this case. 

At the other end of the scale, 
integrated operations capable of 
producing more than 10 tons of 
cocaine a month have been found 


in the eastern plains and jungles of 
Colombia. These involve large 
labour forces, constant supplies of 
chemicals, clandestine airstrips 
and fairsized arsenals. 

If generous allowances are. 
made for the local consumption of 
coca leaves qnd losses along die 
way, about 500 tons of paste is 
refined into cocaine hyd- 
rochloride in South America. At a 
ratio of 2.5 kilos of paste to one of 
cocaine powder, South America's 
production is in the region of 200 
tons, of which between 10 and 20 
per cent is either abandoned en 
route or seized by the authorities. 

A kilo of cocaine in Bogota 
costs an average $8,000 when 
bought in bulk. Experts believe 
about 60 per cent of South Ame- 
rica's exports go through Col- 
ombia. On delivery to the U.S., 
die price jumps to about 530,000 
a kilo, and it is higher in other 
countries. So the minimum value 
of South America's cocaine exp- 
orts can be put at about 55 billion, 
before distribution begins to push 
up the price. The foil commercial 


value, allowing for the fact that a 
gram of cocaine sold on the street 
is rarely more than 50 per cent 
pure, would be more than $ 25 
billion. 

South American finance min- 
isters are understandably rel- 
uctant to treat cocaine — and 
other drug — earnings very ser- 
iously, and there has been little ■ 
effort to qualify the amount that 
returns home. However, in Col- 
ombia's case, 52 billion is a 
widely-accepted estimate, while 
figures for Bolivia and Peru are 
between 51 billion and Si.5 bil- 
lion. A financial analyst in Ecu- 
ador calculates annual cocaine 
earnings at about 5300 million. 

Much of the income goes into 
conspicuous consumption — lux- 
urious houses, expensive cars and 
large ranches — but it fuels 
die construction industry, fin- 
ancial groups and other businesses 
that allow money to be lau- 
ndered. Above all, it bestows suf- 
ficien t economic power to buy pol- 
itical influence — Financial Times 
news feature. 


: Opium or apricots 
i. in Thailand hills 

~ Thailand's hUl tribes are being taught to substitute other cash crops jbr 
‘ 1 opium poppies - but progress is slow and difficult. 


By Gilbert Kboo 

. CHLANG MAI, Thailand — Her- 
, oin is - a product of the opium 
poppy and of die poverty of the 
Southeast Asian peasants who 
grow it Thai peasants are str- 
uggling to find cash crop sub- 
' - stimtes for the opium they are now 
forbidden to grow. 

As little as a generation ago, 
when the opium trade was. still 
legal, die Thai government itself 
was buying opium from the hill 
k tribes. In 1959, due to int- 
ernational pressure for narcotics 
control Thai authorities banned 
the sale of. opium. It was a pre- 
mature move. Opium was vir- 
tually thecountry^s only cash crop, 
and aside from rice the only one 
the highland fanners knew how to 
cultivate. 

The peasants lot was one of con- 
stant Harassment by drug tra- 
ffickers. These armed bandits 
supplied foe hill tribes with pappy' 
seeds tacta few necessities m ret- 7 
um for free labour. At harvest 
time they would return to buy the 
crop at tow prices, cutting the pea- 
sants out of the huge profits they 
realised in the drug trade. 

Ten years after the ban on 
opium, Thailand launched a sch- 
eme for converting the hid people 
% to other cadi crops. Under the 
' patronage of King Bhumiphol 
Adulyedcj, the "Royal Project" 
aimed to educate hill people in a 
variety of agricultural skills and to 
bring development to the bills. 

“At that time, the northern hills 
were very isolated and unknown 


wing 

rican 


. — unlike now when mountain 
roads snake into every settlement 
no matter how remote or how 
rough the terrain,” remembere the’ 
King’s son. Prince Bhisatej Raj- 
ani. Access into the mountain 
areas was possible only by hel- 
icopter on loan from the Air Force 
every Sunday. Today 25 hill sta- 
tions covering 106 villages have 
been established. 

Two additional crop rep- 
lacement projects are financed 
largely by tbe United States Dep- 
artment of Agriculture (USDA) 
and the United Nations through 
its Highland Agricultural Mar- 
keting and Production Project 
(HAMP). 

To date, USDA has contributed 
53.1 minim i. Since 1979, seven 
extension projects, covering 50 
villages and 10,000 highlanders, 
have been in operation. HAMP 
works in five hill regions in 30 tri- 
bal villages. Its annual budget is 
5700.000. 

Success has been mixed. Par- 
adorn Suemanothara, a vegetable 
specialist with the Royal Project, 
claims, “If you come in late Jan- 
uary you see beautiful (opium) 
poppy blossoms all over these 
hills”. p 

Yet Richard Mann, senior adv- 
isor to the HAMP project, feels 
that the U .N. can do little beyond 
demonstrate bow peasants can 
grow other crops. This it has done. 
Change is now up to the peasants 
and the Thai government. 

Climatic conditions in the hills 
vary widely. Daylight hours, sun- 
shine, humidity and duration of 



Near Chiang Mai, Iktiland: Karen women In the hBttrfbe villages of northern Thaflaad now cultivate ginger tns*p«ri of the op i um poppy 


(Earthscan photo) 

cool speDs differ" from place to 
place. A wide variety of substitute 
crops have been grown exp- 
erimentally: rice, coffee, kidney 
beans, potatoes, fruits and garden 
vegetables. Years of research are 
required to match crop to loc- 
ation, followed fcry further years <rf 
testing sample plantings. 

At the Ang Khang station in the 
district of Fang, apples, apricots, 
grapes, peaches, pears, plums, and 
persimmons thrive with broccoli, 
cabbages, carrots, potatoes and a 
□umber of other oops. The tribal 
group known as the Chinese Haws 
took readily to these new crops 


several years ago,' and now earn 
several thousand dollars each 
month. They have begun to move 
into food processing. 

Other tribal groups, semi- 
nomadic and less accustomed to 
the settled agrarian way of life, 
stih favour opium. Once planted it 
requires no further attention until 
harvest time, and though it brings 
little income, they are content to 
subsist and pursue their old ways. 
No mere demonstration that a 
crop will grow in the hills is eno- 
ugh to persuade them to change 
their traditional way of life. 

“Why should growing opium be 


bad?” asked a farmer of the Meo 
tribe. “My grandfather and father 
planted the poppyfor 50 years and 
nobodytold them it was bad." Vil- 
lagers see nothing wrong with pla- 
nting poppies in addition to their 
fruit and vegetable gardens. “We 
grow opium for ourselves, not to 
sell,” says Meo headman Neng of 
Mon Ya village. 

The slow pace of change in the 
hills has often made project wor- 
kers impatient. Some recommend 
search and destroy missions to 
wipe ■ out the poppy fields. Prince 
Rajani disagrees: “It is better to . 


be glow and sure and gain the coo- 
peration of the hill communities, - 
than to adopt any drastic short-' 
term measures that anger peo- 
ple." 

Unlike the Chinese Haws, most 
subsistence fanners in northern 
Thailand earn less than $170 per 
month — less than can be had 
growing illegal opium. Unless tri- 
bal people can be convinced that 
settling into the fanning life and 
growing new cash oops is a cha- 
rge for the better, they are unl- 
ikely to part with the poppy 
— Earthscan feature. 


■ * IBM president defends company against ‘monster’ image 


By Catherine Arast 
Reuter 

ARMONK, New York — The 
new president of International 
" ■’ Business Machines (IBM) is going 
on the attack to counter what he 
sees as the company’s unfair 
image as an electronic monster out 
■ to dominate the world's computer 
markets. 

A recent cover of the British 
magazine The Economist showed 
an IBM computer with opened 
fangs dripping blood. 

It is against such negative por- 
trayals that John Akers, chief exe- 
cutive officer of the world's largest 
computer company since Feb- 
ruary, plans to spend more time 
than his predecessors waging a 
diplomatic offensive. 

L “No one can tell the IMB story 
'Hike the chief executive and so I 
intend to tell the IBM story all 
over the world," he told Reuters 
in an interview at IBM hea- 
dquarters here. 

Mr. Akers vehemently dis- 


lisses charges by many com- 
ethors and some government off- 
ials that IBM is trying to mon- 
polise information processing 
larkets around the world. 

"We are not out to aggressively 
use cmr market share in any kind 
f material way. We would be very 
appy if over the next five to ID 
ears we maintain ed our market 


IBM’s market share is already 
enormous.. Its 1984 earnings of 
$6.6 billion accounted for 70 per 
cent of the total profits earned by 
all U-S.-based computer com- 
panies. 

Mr. Akers said IBM constantly 
tries to communicate its belief that 


presence is to the advantage of 
local economy, even though 
i st governments prefer to have a 
me-grown industry. 

‘You have to conduct your bus- 
ss in a way societies around the 
rid think you are a benefit,” 
Akers said. 

That requires a lot of com- 
Lnications on the part of ind- 


ustry and certainly a lot of com- 
munications on the part of IBM, 
and so we are trying to teD the 
IBM France story and the IBM 
Japan story and the IBM Mexico 
story in those countries.” 

He compared his role to that of 
President Jose Napoleon Duarte 
of El Salvador, whose government 
is fighting a civil war against leftist 
guerrillas. 

‘T talked with Duarte this week. 
He is a very warm and charming 
fellow. I said to him, ‘Mr. pre- 
sident, many people can tell your 
country’s story but no one can tell 
it like you’ 

He derided the notion that a 
business can succeed ‘by trying to 
be only French with French emp- 
loyees marketing to the French 
marketplace. You have to be in 
most markets around the world 
and that is true of IBM, it is true of 
most of our competitors in Eur- 
ope.” 

IBM has surpassed competitors 
around the world with virtually 
every size of computer. 


Its P.C.- Junior home' computer 
was discontinued earlier this 
month primarily because the pro- 
duct did not live up to the com- 
pany's own profitability sta- 
ndards. But it still sold better than 
similarly priced computers on the 
American market. 

IBM's overall success breeds 
charges of monopoly power, par- 
ticularly in Europe, where trade 
barriers and economic nat- 
ionalism are its biggest stumbling 
blocks. 

Tbe company has been fighting 
anti-monopoly charges for years. 
It won every private U.S. lawsuit 
brought against it and the federal 
government dropped its massive 
legal effor t in 1982. 

Last year IBM settled an' anti- 
monopoly action brought by the 
European Community, on terms 
that industry analysts said did little 
damage to the company. 

Mr. Akers admits to being “a 
little aggravated” by monopoly 
charges. “I do not think any com- 
pany in the history of industry has 


had a review like the IBM com- 
pany has had in the last 15 years, 
both in the United States and 
Europe, and we really have come 
up with as clean a bfii of health as 
you can hope to come up with." he 
said. 

He said he was annoyed by the 
lade of detail in many complaints 
levelled against IBM: “If anybody 
points to some specific, we would 
be more than happy to review that 
issue and change our ways, but 
people do not talk about the spe- 
cific." 

IBM has some 400,000 emp- 
loyees in 130 countries and last 
year about 40 per cent of total 
revenues came from overseas. Mr. 
Akers said the percentage will rise 
to more than half as the value of 
the U.S. dollar comes down. 

Market researchers place IBM's 
share of annual computer sales at 
40 per coat in Western Europe. 
Even in Japan, where IBM's mar- 
ket penetration is the lowest of 
any country it does business in, its 


share of annual sales totals 25 per 
cent. 

Mr. Akers, 50, is the fifth chief 
executive officer in IBM’s 70-year 
history and plans to cany on the 
crusade started by predecessor 
John Opel — to make IBM not 
just fee biggest computer com- 
pany but the world's biggest com- 

? ioy, with annual revenues of 
185 bQlion by 1994. 

This year alone, Mr. Akers said. 
IBM’s revenues should increase 
by more than 11 per cent to a rec- 
ord 550 billion, despite a sluggish 
first Half and weak domestic sales. 

IBM is counting on tel- ' 
eco minimi cations to feel much of 
its growth, but Mr. Akers said suc- 
cess in that area depended partly 
on a relaxation of fierce market 
protection in Europe and Japan. 

“The key issue ... is access to 
markets. I think protectionism 
and “buy national and all of that is 
an anachronism and I do not think 
it is in (a) nation’s best interest,” 
Mr. Akers said. 


Cheating Uncle Sam is now a popular gambit for U.S 


By Kenneth Barry 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — U-S. tax col- 
lectors, now grappling with mil- 
lions of income tax statements 
■ ^ filed tins month, are expressing 
' concern over a growing public att- 
itude that it’s okay to cheat Unde 
Sam. 

Officials at the Internal Rev- 
enue. Service (IRS), the world’s 
hugest tax administration, say tbe 
.‘‘tax gap” — the difference bet- 
ween what the government is 
owed and what it gets — has risen 
dramatically m recent years. 

Estimates are that tax che a t ing 
cost the U5. government $81.5 
billion in 198t, the latest figures 
V availabJe»compared to 528 billion 
in 1973, the first year surveyed. 

To many Americans the idea 


that tax-dodging is wrong has bec- 
ome blurry at best, says Mary Spr- 
ouse, a California -based tax exp- 
en and former IRS audit manager. 

"Tax cheating used to be tho-j 
tight of as a criminal activity, sim-i 
iiar to theft, but there has been ai 
blurring of that line,” she said. 
“It’s become sort of 'street 
smart’.” 


of their cars for work. 

Some doctors, lawyers and pha- 
rmacists “skim" income by dep- 
ositing only customers’ cheques, 
not their rash payments,, to hide 
pan of their tax liability, says for- 
mer U.S. Assistant Attorney- 
General Robert Davis. 

* It all adds up to a non- 


pliance. 

“If it weren’t for the voluntary 
assessment by the taxpayer him- 
self, we would be in sad shape,” 
said Frank Malanga, director of 
research for the IRS. 

Mr. Malanga says 20 to 30 per 
cent of U.S. taxpayers have adm- 
itted to cheating in surveys that 


£ an example of common 
dodging gambits, Ms. Sprouse 
many babysitters do not acc- 
payment by cheque because 
i income is easier to conceal 
n tiie tax collector. 

[milady, experts say, people 
i work at second jobs often 
’t report the income in the 
tings statements which must 
iled by an April 15 deadline, 
era exaggerate deductions for 
ness entertainment or the use 


■Some doctors, lawyers and pharmacists “skim” income by 
depositing only customers* cheques, not their cash payments, 
to hide port of their tax Uabflfcy.’ 


compliance rate of 20 per cent of 
tbe total amount of taxes owed, 
officials say. 

This year the U.S. government 
expects a record 100 million ret- 
urns in a system that relics on peo- 
ple working out their own tax lia- 
bility and then on voluntary corn- 


protected their identity. He est- 
imates the real figure is even hig- 
her. 

And a 1984 poll for the IRS 
conducted by the firm of Yan- 
kelovich, Skelly and White sho- 
wed that many people simply ass- 
ume that tax evasion is a com- 


monplace practice: One out of 
four held that more than half the 
population does it. 

Two-thirds believed they paid 
more than their fair share. 

The complicated U.S. tax code 
produces examples every year of 
wild discrepancies in amounts 
paid. In one survey of 88 returns, 
19 of those with gross annual inc- 
omes averaging $250,000 paid 
less than $500 in taxes. 

The same survey said a family of- 
four earning $45,000 would pay 
about $6,000 in taxes on average. 

Evidence of tax-dodging is pil- 
ing up at a time when President 
Reagan is pushing reform to sim- 
plify the system, bring down tax 
rates and correct inequities. 

“The present situation has led 
to a loss of respect for the tax sys- 


. taxpayer 

tern, which translates into a loss of 
respect for government gen- 
erally," Treasury Secretary James 
Baker said in a recent speech to 
economists. 

The government's chief weapon 
against cheaters — the IRS Audit 
— is dreaded by taxpayers but lim- 
ited in scope. 

It can be triggered when IRS 
computers, programmed with sec- 
ret formulas, spot a suspicious ret- 
urn and mark it for closer scrutiny 
by investigators. 

Only a small percentage are 
prosecuted, 'said IRS Spo- 
keswoman Ellen Murphy, “but 
they almost always are convicted 
and receive jail sentences." Even 
so, the IRS has had to reduce ind- 
ividual audits to focus more on 
complex illegal tax shelter sch- 
emes. 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY JUNE 24, 1985 5 


Randa Habib’s 

- - ■ Gorhep 

How beautiful, 
are they artificial? 

THE OTHER day I told myself that tbe artificial has won 
over the natural everywhere in the world. The plastic has 
replaced the glass; nylon instead ai wool, paper instead of 
straw. In oar food, ingredients with bizarre names app- 
eared: sacharose, floctose, glucose, sodium casemate, G2, 
Bol . Even the ehfeken is fed with hormones and the eggs are 
produced mechanically. Fruits have no taste any more as 
one can fhid them In all seasons. One does not wait with 
excitement anymore for the strawbery season because str- 
awberies are available all the time. Butterflies do not fly 
anymore: They are framed in sheets of glass. One is con- 
tended with looking at them static and colourful decorating 
walls of Uving rooms. 

Green plants at booses and offices are replaced with doth 
plants which do not breathe, grow or die either; and art- 
ificial flowers are everywhere: on the dining table, near the 
picture of a dear person, In vases. Plastic flowers or fancy 
ones are artistically made and arranged but with no smell or 
Ufe. Also in our daily lives, tbe artificial replaces the nat- 
ural. Even babies are nowadays produced in tabes. The 
dimax of my apprehensions came when I heard the other 
day a lady tefltog her friend while admiring roses in the 
garden: “Ob look how pretty they are ... what a beauttful 
colour they have, and their petals ... God, how beautiftaJ! 
One might even think they are artificial ...” 

U.N. projects a world of 
three billion women 


By Michael Littlejohns 

Reuter 

UNITED NATIONS - There 
will be more than three billion 
women by the year 2000. out- 
numbering men hv 175 million, 
but they are unlikely to experience 
any increase in political power, 
according to the United Nations. 

That is because women con- 
stitute the majority of the poor 
and 60 per cent of illiterates, Raf- 
ael Salas, executive director of the 
U.N. Fund for Population Act- 
ivities. said in his ann ual report on 
world population issued recently. 

While the number of illiterate 
women in developed countries is 
expected to decline by five mil- 
i lion, it is likely to increase wor- 
ldwide from 491 mfllion to 552 
million, mainly in Asia and Africa, 
Mr. Salas said. 

He blamed the demands of chi- 
ldbirth and child-rearing for the 
denial of education and training to 
hundreds of millions „of women 
and their subsequent exclusion 
from political arid economic 
decision-making. 

“The guarantee of reproductive 
-freedom is basic to women's par- 
ticipation in productive activities 
ana to their economic freedom." 
Mr. Salas said. 

“In general, higher education 
leads to higher use of con- 
traception, even In those countries 
where the percentage of married 
women currently practising con- 
traception is lowest" 

Women in developed lands, 
having knowledge of and access to 
contraception were able to control 
their own fertility and .work for 
more participation in politics and 
the economy. But an imp- 
rovement in the status of most 
“Third World" women was held 
back by “denial of reproductive 
freedom, " Mr. Salas said._ 


“In addition.” he said, 
“women's health is damaged and 
their lives are shortened by years 
spent in pregnancy and child- 
rearing". 

High birth rates will continue to 
restrict the productive roles of 
women in the non-traditionai sec- 
tors in many developing countries, 
according to the U.N. reporu 

It projected that at the close of 
this century, women in Africa will 
have an average of 5.81 children 

— only a little lower than the 6.75 
average for the period 1970-1975. 

Stressing that the use of con- 
traception is closely linked to fem- 
ale educational and soc- 
ioeconomic status, Mr. SaJas said 
that current practice varies widely 

— from almost none or very little 
use in much of Africa and some 
parts of Asia to, for example, 71 
per cent use of contraception in 
Singapore. 

One-third or more of Latin 
American wives and 60 per cent of 
Chinese women practise birth 
control, with high levels of use also 
in eastern and Southeast Asia, be 
said. However, there was low use 
in Afghanistan. Bangladesh, 
Nepal and Pakistan. 

“There is a long way to go in 
making available contraceptive 
facilities and in raising tbe pre- 
valence rates (of contraceptive 
use) among married women," he 
observed. 

His U.N. agency is threatened 
by sharp reductions in or the pos- 
sible elimination of all U.S. aid for 
its programmes because of the. 
Reagan administration's obj- 
ections to abortion as a means of 
birth control. 

Mr. Salas has insisted that the 
agency does not promote abortion 
but cannot interfere in the policies 
of governments that receive its 
funds and then permit the pro- 
cedure. 


Millionaires are said- 
to lead a hard life 


By Alex B rummer 

WHO WANTS to be a mD- 
lionaire? "I don't,” might be most 
people's response after reading a 
new study on America's, almost 
one million millionaires, for whom 
the lustre of being wealthy seems 
to be wearing thin. 

The study of America's mil- 
lionaires by Dr. Thomas Stanley, 
of foe Georgia State University 
has found that the traditional 
image of millionaires cavorting on 
the beaches of St. Tropez, basking 
on foe dopes of Aspen, driving 
their Cadillac or Rolls-Royce to 
foe raoes or simply chewing a good 
cigar, is far from reality. 

America's average millionaire 
is more than likely to live a life of 
drudgery. His watch mil be a $50 
Seiko rather than 51,000 Cartier: 
he wouldn't know a Picasso if he 
fell over it and he slaves away beh- 
ind a counter until 6 p.m. each 
night — even on Saturdays, when 
foe local baseball team is athome. 

Professor Stanley, who says 
there are some 832,602 mil- 
lionaires in foe United States at.' 
present and that there will be one 
million by 1987, found that most 
of foe coun tty’s rich are simply 
ordinary small businessmen lea- 1 
ding humdrum, >hard lives. They 
are more likely to be found at then: 
dry cleaning shops on a Saturday 
afternoon than on foe tennis 
court, or drinking instant coffee at 
foe counter rather than Pirns aro- 
und foe pool. 

Millionaires tend to work lon- 
ger hours than ordinary people, 
carry a credit card from a down- 
market department store such as 
Sears, have long-lasting marriages 
rather than fancy girl-friends or. 


mistresses, and drive around in 
Ford or at best Volvo estate cars 
rather than a Ferrari or a Porsche. 
“These are foe most traditional 
people in the world,” said Dr. Sta- 
nley- 

11 you want to meet a genuine 
American millionaire, or become 
one. it’s best to go to California, 
where there are 114,427 rather 
than to Vermont which has 1,031. 
Most of them are in foe booming 
south of the country rather than 
on Fifth Avenue in New York or 
among foe Boston Brahmins, acc- 
ording to foe Georgia survey. 

But if you are looking for fin- 
ancial advice from your mil-, 
lionaire forget it While mil- 
lionaires are generally con- 
servative about their affairs, put- 
ting money aside for their chi- 
ldren’s university education are 
seeking to ensure protection for 
their retirement — if they ever 
reach it, with their exhausting 
work schedule — they are often 
scatter-brained about their fin- 
ances. . 

Many of America's modern mil- 
lionaires apparently don’t know 
how to balance tfaesr cheque book. 
One of the mil lion aries in Pro- 
fessor Stanley’s study group adm- 
itted to leaving large sums of cash 
.around foe house because his wife 
had never been comfortable wri- 
ting cheques. 

while four out of 10 wives of 
millionaires work, their husbands 
generally prefer them not to be 
superstars. As a result of their 
75-hour weeks, most millionaires 
are outlived by their wives. They 
generally sell off the dry cleaning 
or hamburger franchise at below 
its worth and retire to Florida — 
The WrcMortnn Post.- 
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Curry stops Baez in six rounds 


ATLANTIC QTY (R) — Ame- 
rican Donald Curry, the World 
Boxing Association (WBA) and 
International Boxing Federation 
(IBF) welterweight champion, 
captured his second straight junior 
middleweight bout Saturday by 
stopping Pablo Baez in the sixth 
round of .a scheduled 10-round 
bout 

Curry, 23-0 nidi IS knockouts, 
overwhelmed his opponent from 
the Dominican Republic with 
hand speed, crisp body punching, 
accurate left hooks and straight 
rights to the head. 

Referee Larry Hazzard stopped 
thefight at 1:40 of the sixth round, 
seconds after issuing a standing 
eight count because Baez was abs- 
orbing several unanswered rights 
to the head along the ropes. 


Cuny dominated the fight 
immediately doubling with the left 
hand to score with jabs to the head 
and hooks to the body. He rocked 
Baez in the final minute of the 
opening round with a straight right 
counter punch to the bead after 
Baez missed with a left hook. 

Cuny hurt Baez three times in 
the third round. A jab and a per- 
fect straight right to the head 
made Baez’s knees wobbly early 
in the round. Two separate left 
hooks also staggered Baez. The 
second drove him to the comer 
where Curry opened up in vain 
looking for a knockout With Baez 
offering little more than left hooks 
in retaliation he was a tired opp- 
onent by the sixth round. 

“Pablo Baez gave me good 
work,” said Cuny, a 23-year-old 


native of Fort Worth, Texas. 

“He took some of my best shots. 
I hadn't been the six or seven rou- 
nds against bigger men,” Curry 
said, referring to the fact he only 
went two rounds in stopping 
James Green for his first junior 
middleweight victory back in 
March. 

“Pablo has a good chin and I 
worked toe body more hoping to 
get his legs weary." 

Baez, 17-13-1 with 13 kno- 
ckouts, was impressed with, 
Curry's defence. *T couldn’t get in 
to throw anything,” the 27- 
year-old Baez said. 

Curry said he would oppose 
undisputed middleweight cha- 
mpion Marvelous Marvin Hagler 
in about a year “as soon as I bec- 
ome a natural middleweight” 


Drechsler equals world’s 
best, leaps 7.33 metres 


EFURT, East Germany (R) — 
World champion Heike Drechsler 
recovered from two foul jumps to 
equal her world best this year for 
the women’s long juny with a leap 
of 733 metres Saturday. 

The 20-year-old Drechsler was 
competing for East Germany on 
the first day of a two-day athletics 
match against foe Soviet Union. 

Drechsler s duel with the Soviet 
, Union's Galina Chistyakova, who 
■ finished second with a best jump 
erf 121, was one of the highlights 
of a fine day's athletics. 

“I rook risks because I was 
going hard for victory and unf- 
ortunately it didn’t work out at 
first,” Drechsler said. 

“I know I’ve got a world record 


in me but I can’t say when it will 
happen. Chistyakova and I spu- 
rred each other on.” 

World men's javetoi record 
bolder Uwe Hohn of East Get£ 
many also made a bad start witn 
three foul throws, but recovered 
with an excellent winning effort ot 
96.90 metres. 

Hohn's compatriot. Petra 
Felke. foe first woman to throw 
foe javelin further than 75 metres, 
won her event with a creditable 
74.94 metres. 

East Germany’s world cha- 
mpion Mariies Gohr looked imp- 
ressive in foe 100 metres, beating 
compatriot Stlke Gladisch into 
second place with a time of 1 1.19 
seconds. 


Wilander, Lloyd threaten Wimbledon crown holders 


Egypt, Iraq to play friendly soccer 


CAIRO (K) — Jfcigypfs soccer 
squad is in good shape for friendly 
matches against Iraq this week as 
the two sides prepare for World 
Cup qualifying ties, manager 
Abdou Saleh A1 Wahsh said Sun- 
day. 

Egypt seeking to reach the 
World Cup finals for the first time 


in more than 50 years, plays Mor- 
occo in a third round qualifiernext 
month. 

Hie Iraqi team, preparing to 
take on the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) in September, is due to 
arrive Monday for warm-up mat- 
ches on June 27 and 30. 

Wahsh told Reuters be planned 



to field the 1 1 men most likely to 
start against Morocco, but dec- 
lined to name the team. 

He said all but star defender 
Ibrahim Youssef were injury-free 
in foe 28-player Egyptian camp. 
He ruled out Youssefs par- 
ticipation in foe Iraq friendlies and 
said he needed another week to 
decide whether he was fit to play 
against Morocco. 

Egypt, who edged out Zim- 
babwe and Madgasear to reach foe 
third round, last played in foe fin- 
als in 1934. 


By Brian Creighton 

Reuter 

LONDON — He is quietly bui- 
lding an awesome record in Grand 
Slam events with a success rate 
even surpassing Bjom Borg — 
and he is not yet 21. 

Now Mats Wilander heads into 
his fifth Wimbledon as the man 
most likely to challenge the dom- 
inance being established there by 
foe defending champion, John 
McEnroe. 

While it seems virtually certain 
that Chris Evert Lloyd will once 
again be foe sole serious pretender 
to the women's crown worn by 




You are welcome to avail Pelcistaai -Hospitality on board Pi A 
Direct flight from Amman every Wednesday at 22:40 to Ka- 
rachi with convenient connection to Bombay- 
Colombo- Bangkok- Peking- Tokyo and all domestic cities 
same day from Karachi. 

General Sales Agents: 

JORDAN INTERNATIONAL FOR TRAVEL 
AND TOURISM 1 

KING HUSSEIN ST. 

Tel: 625981 - 655156 g!*| 

Amman - Jordan I JUT I 


FLAT FOR RENT 

Deluxe flat consisting of 2 bedrooms with wall to wall 
carpet, 2 salons, dining room, 2 terraces, large kitchen, 
garden, separate entrance, telephone and central hea- 
ting. 

Location: Jabal Amman, between 4th and 5th Circles 

Call: 672590 


“QUALIFIED MAINTENANCE ENGINEER 
REQUIRED* 1 

Applicant should have at least 5 years experience on 
following subjects: 

— Electrical Engineering 

— Mechanical Engineering 

— Air Conditioning 

— Heating. Ventilation 

— Refrigeration 

— Water T reatment 

— Preventive Maintenance 

— Fire Prevention 

Candidate should be able to lead and supervise a team of 
20 persons of different trades. 

Good command of English language is essential. 
Applications with C.V., references and recent photo sho- 
uld be enclosed. 

Apply to:- 

Chlef Resident Engineer 
P.O. Box 2133 
Amman, Jordan 


TO LET 

Two flats 1st and 2nd floors of a three storey building 
located at the Engineer's Complex, off the 7th Circle. ' 
Each has an area of 240 sq.m. with first quality finish, 
‘ independent heating, power, water, central T.V. and tel- 
ephones. 

Please contact 811028 
10-12 ajn., 5^7 pjm. 


Martina Navratilova, challengers 
for McEnroe’s throne are less evi- 
dent. 

Until, that is, Wilander’s feat 
are closely examined. 

The 20-year-old Swede's tri- 
umph in the French open when he 
upset top-seeded McEnroe in the 
semifinals and number two Ivan 
Lendl of Czechoslovakia in the 
final was not a breakthrough. 

It merely reaffirmed foe vast 
talent Wilander displayed by tak- 
ing his first French tide in 1982, 
when he was just 17. 

Yet that excellence on clay 
would not by itself be enough to 
elevate Wilander to foe ranks of 
foe top Wimbledon contenders. 

He has also won the last two 
Australian opens, on grass, for a 
total of four Grand Slam titles two 


months before his 21st birthday. 

Not even Borg matched that 

Borg. Wilander" s compatriot, 
won five Wimbledon titles in suc- 
cession but only one of them, 
along with two French tides, came 
before he was 21. 

Now Wilander looks ready to 
"launch a move up from the world 
number four position he holds 
behind McEnroe, Lendl and a 
second American. Jimmy Con- 
nors. 

He seems to have the ability, 
but there are doubts about his ded- 
ication. 

“I'm practidsing but I'm not 
prepared to practise eight hoars a 
day to become number one," lie 
said after his French victory. And 
be has no plans for a special diet 
such as Lendl's to improve his fit-* 


M l ryt) 


ARABIC FOR SPEAKERS OF OTHER 
LANGUAGES 

The Language Centre at the University of Jordan ann- 
ounces that courses in Modem Standard Arabic for spe- 
akers of other languages will commence on June 22. and 
will last for 8 weeks. One intensive programme will be 
offered in which classes meet in the morning for 20 hours 
per week, Saturday-Wednesday. The fee for these cou- 
rses is JD 140 per term. 

Those interested please call at the Language Centre for 
registration between 22 June and 30 June 1885. - - 


FOR RENT 

Fully furnished apartment: two bedrpoms, sitting and 
dining rooms, separate heating system and telephone. 

Location: one block south of the Australian and Greek 
embassies opposite the Rainbow Kindergarten, 4th Cir- 
cle - Jabal Amman. 

Please call 818594 


ness. 

Nor did Wilander, whose win in 
Paris was his first of 1 985, embark 
on a particular training regimen 
for Wimbledon. He went back to 
Sweden to play golf last week and 
this week he has contended him- 
self with some charity matches in . 
Ireland. 

Yet he seemed secure with the 
net rushing tactics he used to beat 
Lendl in Paris, tactics he will need 
to tame McEnroe and foe other 
big serve-and -volley guns of 
Wimbledon. 

It is, he said, “something 1 wor- 
ked on quite a biL I feel quite com- 
fortable at net. I showed myself 
and everybody that this is my 
game." 

Wilander does not have a suc- 
cessful Wimbledon history. He 
readied foe third round unseeded 
in 1981, but since then he has fai- 
led three times to justify his see- 
ding. Last year, when he was rated 
fourth, he lost in four sets in foe 
second round to Pat Cash of Aus- 
tralia. 

Wilander has another incentive 
when he begins his bid here on 
Monday with acentre-couit battle 
against giant young Yugoslav Slo- 
bodan Zivojinovic. 

His victories in foe Australian 
and French opens, as do Lloyd's, 
move him halfway towards a one- 
million dollar bonus which will be 
theirs if they complete the Grand 
Slam by winning here and at foe 
U.S. open in September. 

• While Wilander is the biggest 
threat to McEnroe on form, tho- 
ugh not on seeding, there is ~no 
question that : L!oya rates. on both 


counts as foe most dangerous rival 
for Navratilova, the winner the 
last three years and, previously, in 
1978 and 1979. 

Her sterling 6-3. 6-7, 7-5 vic- 
tory over Navratilova in the 
French final, also put her back in 
front of her rival in the rankings 
for the first time in three years. 

That triumph also left Wim- 
bledon organisers in a quandary, 
which they neatly ducked by nam- 
ing the two as joint top seeds. 

WhDeNavratiJova’s record over 
the past year is superior. Lloyd has 
been better for the last six months. 
And while Lloyd is ranked num- 
1 ber one, Navratilova is the greater £ 
on grass. 

Still, h is a surface on which 
Lloyd maintains she has as good a 
chance as any of beating Nav-. 
ratilova. 

“I always feel I have the best 
chance against her on a grass sur- 
face," Lloyd said- “On day, she 
can run everything down, wait for 
the opening, and come in. On 
grass, I can play more agg- 
ressively. 1 can rush her more by 
coming in. 1 feel more comfortable 
on a faster surface with her now.” 

They seem certain to clash in 
foe final for foe fifth time and 
Navratilova has won the other 
four. 

Of the other men's challengers.^ 
Lendl and the other Swedes have 
not yet proved themselves on 
grass, while Connors’ losses to 
Lendl in Paris and to fellow- 
American Mike Depalmer in 
London in the first round foe fol- 
■ lowing week indicate he may be 
-fading. • ’- '■ ■■ 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
IN IRBID 

Located at Yarmouk University Street 

Deluxe furniture and independent central heating. Pro- 
vided with independent water and electricity supply and a 
telephone. Annual rent term. 

Can 272524 


FOR RENT 

Modem furnished apartment 

With telephone, central heating, and built-in cup- 
boards. Two bedrooms, two bathrooms, large sit- 
ting room and veranda. In the best residential area, 
between the Fourth and Fifth Circles, Jabal Amman. 
Just near "Ammon Hotel” (Hotel Training Centre). 

Tel: 777112 8 a.m. - 1 psn. 

674028 after 2 p.m. 


ENGLISH SUMMER CAMP FO,R CHILDREN 
(A COMBINATION OF FUN AND LEARNING) 


Would you like your child to enjoy the summer vacation 
while improving his/her English?? 

THE CENTER FOR CONTEMPORARY 
LANGUAGES OFFERS YOUR CHILD 

this opportunity from July 6 till August 1, 1985. 

For more information, pis. call 841370 from 10:00 - 7:00 
- p.m. ■ ' v *' ■■ 


Would you like to learn 

colloquial Arabic in two months time ?! 

INTERESTED!! 

Please call: 

CENTER FOR CONTEMPORARY LANGUAGES 
Telephone: 841370 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Furnished with central heating, large beautiful gar- 
den, three bedrooms, two bathrooms — reception 
and living space. 

Location: University Housing Compound 

For information: Contact Dr. A. Jarrar, Tel: 845900 


MODERN FURNISHED VILLA ; 

Completely private with beautiful garden. Three 
bedrooms, 3 baths, 2 verandas with spacious living, 
dining and family area with telephone and garage 
for 2 cars. 

Rent will be very reasonable. 

Please call 844888 


FOR IMMEDIATE SALE 

Mercedes 200. 1985 model, black metalic colour, 
automatic transmission, air conditioning, many 
other extras. Customs unpaid, 7,500 km, as good as 
new. 

Contact Tel: 844304 - Amman 


FOR RENT 


Brand new (grade A) villa, three bedrooms with brand new 
furniture within Alia Housing Project 

Marf Al Hamam - contact through Captain Barakat, tel- 
ephone 821481 or 813478 (Abu Nizar) Amman 


FURNISHED SEMI VILLA FOR RENT 

Consisting of three bedrooms, two salons, two 
bathrooms with central heating and telephone. 

For more information call: 

897853, 817888 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

Consisting of three bedrooms, three bathrooms, two sal- 
ons and garage with telephone, central heating and solar 
heater. 

Location: University of Jordan neighbourhood. 

Call: 664239, Amman, Mr. Abu Bassam 


DELUXE-FURNISHED HOUSE FOR RENT 

A ground floor house consisting of two bedrooms, salon, 
dining room, two bathrooms, kitchen, garage and garden 
with telephone and independent central heating. 

Location: Um Uthaina, near Ai Waddan Supermarket. 

Call: 817370, Amman between 3:00 and 7:00 pm. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, fully equipped with tel- 
ephone, TV etc. in Swifieh near 6th Circle, 
short term, cheap rent. 

Call 816573 


FURNISHED APARTMENT TO LET 

Two bedrooms, two bathrooms, sitting, dining, living 
rooms, veranda, central heating, telephone, second floor. 

Jabal Amman, First Circle, near Malhas Hospital. 

Call: 624730 or 644991 
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Cinema 

CONCORD 

Tel: 44092-44280 

677420 

BEVERLY HILLS 
COP 

(Colour) 

Performances 

3:30, 6:00, 8:30. 1030 




Cinema 

S 

Tel: 22117 

SYLVESTER 

STALLONE 

(RAMBO) 

(Colour) 

Performances: 12-3 - 5.30-8 


Cinema 

RAINBOW 

Tel: 6251 55 

SYLVESTER 

STALLONE 

(RAMBO) 

Performances: 3.00, 630, 930 



Cinema 

PALESTINE 

Tel: 22117 

V THE RETURN OF 
HEROES 
2- THE SEVEN 
GATES OF HELL 

(Colour) 

Performances: 12-3-7 


x* ★ Cine- Theatre*' ★ . 

Philadelphia 


Cinema 


RHOHfiDftN 


Tel: 22198 


BOXER 


(Colour) 

Performances: 12-3-5:30-6 


* BODY ROCK 


3.30. B 8.30-10.15 
TEL. 34144. 34W9 

* ** ★ v- 

















Monetary stability needs’ building reliable standard 


IS. > * 


By Artfcar B. Laffer 
and Nayrf S. Zm’tA 

tte “gum of tax revolt’ and the mastermind of 
“Reafpnom*x ,} . Heaakothe chairman ofA.B. Laffer Associates, a' 
feadm# business consulting firm, and a potential Senate candidate. 
NayefS. Zub iis a FfuD graduate in business. Heis also a graduate of 
tjajwsfcy of Southern Catifrmia (USQ School of Engineering. Dr. 
Zubi teaches at (l JSC) School of Business. 

The article, responding to some comments by Mr. Faked Fanek, 
emphasaes that grown policy is die answer and dud distributional 
policy is dte problem. 


“Lenin Is said to have declared 
that -die best way to destroy the 
capitalist system was to debauch 
the currency t ^nin was cer- 

tainly >right. There is no subtler, 
no surer means of over tnirimg the 
existing basis of a society than to 
debauch the currency. The pro- 
cess engages all the hidden forces 
of economic lawon die side of des- 
truction, and does it in a manne r 
which not one man in a million is 
able to diagnose." J-M. Keynes, 
Essays, In Persuation (1 93 1), rep- 
rinted by W.W. Norton and Com- 
pany, Inc., N.Y., 1963, pp. 77-78.. 

The Federal Reserve ann- 
ouncement on Oct. 6, 1979, that it 
will place a greater emphasis on 
day-to-day operations on the sup- 
ply of bank reserves and less emp- 
hasis on confirming short term 
fund rates — i.e., the rates on the 
reserves that banks lend one ano- 
ther for shorter period of time — 
supplemented by an increase in 
discount rate, an increase in res- 
erve requirements for certain lia- 
bilities, and winning the agr- 
eement of foreign central banks to 
support the dollar, has risen hopes 


that the Spring is finall y crwningj 
when the long sought goals of 
monetary policy — low Inflation, 
low interest rate, and price sta- 
bility — are finally coming. 

_ ‘Phillips curve* ' 

The bask premise behind the 
Federal Reserve (Central Bank) 
move is the “monetarist school’' 
notion that there exists a con- 
sistent, though, not precise- 
relationship between properly 
defined, measured, and controlled 
transaction quantity of money def- 
ined as Ml (currency and demand 
deposits in commercial banks) and 
the level of economic activity. An 
acceleration or (deceleration) of 
money growth relative to a trend 
will be accompanied, over the 
short run, and with some lag, by an 
increase (decrease) in the no minal 
Cross National Product (GNP), 
which under the short run rigidity 
of prices would mean high er 
(lower) real level of output The 
long run effect is inflationary (def- 
lationary), with no effect on real 
output a phenomenon that was 


dabbed the vertical “Phillips 
curve”. i 

The policy prescription of the 
“monetarist school” is that by 
confining monetary growth rates 
’within bounds, consistent with a 
reasonable estimate of the long- 
term trend of the growth in real 
income, the objective of a sound 
monetary polity would be ach- 
ieved namely, price stability, low 
inflation, aid low interest rates. 

Theoretically speaking, the con- 
trol of the quantity of money could 
control inflation -fates. Practical 
application is not within reach. 

The frustration was reflected in 
the. cautious statement of Mi;. 
Volker where he said i do not 
believe that in actual imp- 
lementation of monetary policy, 
we have any alternative but to att- 
ach much less than usual weight to 
movements in Ml , over the period 
ahead... the fact that, for the time 
being, underlying monetary 
growth and reserve provisions 
cannot sensibly be gauged by dir- 
ectly observing movements k Ml 
— up or down — is a technical way 
of me; it has no broader policy 
significance.” 

Innovation undermines 
controls 

The excessive concentration on 
the supply o£ money neglects or, at 
best, undermines the role of the 
demand for money. The private 
sector's ability to shift demand 
deposits into money market funds, 
dollars or credit cards undermine 
the ability to control the money 


The ability of private sector to 
change the composition of dem- 
and deposit, time deposit, and cur- 
rency also makes it difficult to 
make control of the money supply 
a practical measure. 

The innovation in the financial 
markets deems it difficult to dis- 
tinguish between money and near 
monies so that a satisfactory def- 
inition of transaction quantity of 
money becomes an elusive con- 
cept. 

In a world that is as financially 
integrated as cans, monies being 
more or less substitute in demand, 
will make the independence of 
national monetary authorities in 
controlling their monetary affaire 
quite questionable. The mov- 
ements in fljie Eurodollar markets, 
for example, have been very much 
correlated ’with Federal Reserve 
(Fed) policy. The plots of the 
growth in Eurodollar markets and 
U.S. money supply do not foil in 
showing that the first was growing 
fast or slow when Fed polity was 
tight or loose. 

Trusting monetary policy where, 
the aggregate monetary quantity 
is not immun e to measurement 
errors reminds one of a famous 
charge by Keynes, of the gold sta- 
ndard being “a barbarous relic.” 
We need not have “monetary agg- 
regate” as our newly created relic. 
The revision of monetary agg- 
regates, proved to be erroneous in 
many cases, limits to a degree their 
use as policy gauge and variable. 

The classical solution, on the 
other hand, focuses on the very 
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Horoscope 

from the Carroll Righter Institute JL j 

FORECAST FOR MONDAY, JUNE 24, 1985 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: A wonderful day for 
. starting the new week right by getting into the specifics 
of whatever plans are in mind and being able to get then 
done in a highly efficient and operative manner. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Ideal day to your 
environment more charming and functional and to add 
greater efficiency to your regular work. 

* TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Make a frontal attack 
on your career work and get great results at thi* time. 
Also get your entertainments set up for the week. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Make sure that you get 
home conditions nicely improved thin evening, after a 
busy day at business. 

' MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Get in touch 
with those who are successful, and work out apian with 
them which can also make you more prosperous. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) You have the right practical 
method through which you can become more successful, 
so start putting it to use now. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) If attuned property you 
should arise in a most happy frame of mind and can 
make a fine impression on those who count. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Bong with your closest 
tk and establishing greater harmony between you is 
wise. Show that you are able to do the right thing. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 28 to Nov. 21)' Go to see friends you 
■admire and show that you want to see more of them in 
the fixture. You can enjoy some social pleasure. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Get deeply in- 
volved in your finest activities and you can improve your 
status easily. 

— CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) A day for expan- 
sion in business so that you can command a greater in- 
come in the future. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Doing what will 
please the one you love is wise. Make arrangements for 
occasional fun in the days ahead. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Get in touch with out- 
siders who can be of assistance in gaining your finest 
aims. Then handle travel matters. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she can 
do almost anything right, so be sure to give-as fine an 
education as you possibly, can and send to college. Teach 
to study the motives behind any undertaking before 
becoming involved with it, and thereby stave off possi- 
ble trouble. 


Weekly Financial Report 

By Found N. Batshon 

AMMAN — On Monday, the UJS. dollar edged up above 3.06 
German marks, because dealers were not wfflkig to take short 
positions la the currency in the fece of lower oO prices; despite an 
easier federal binds rate in the 735 per cent area and widespread 
speculation the Federal Reserve (Fed) wffl lower the U.S. discount 
rate from 7.5 per cent to seven per cent. 

On Tuesday, fixe dollar ffefl through the psychological 3.00 
maths support level, and against most major foreign currencies on 
die heels of prime rate cuts by most major U.S. banks. Trading was 
mfcitmfl] as the market was awaiting Thursday’s estimate of U.S. 
second-quarter Gross National Product (GNP) figures. 

The British pomd eased agalnstthe dollar on reports of Mexican 
oil-price cuts and Saudi Arabia’s refusal to cut production. 

On Wednesday, the dollar closed higher as ft rebounded from 
Tuesday's sharp Awwitm-n. Wat the im wp>rtw« 0-*» p*** - <*ent drop 
in U.S. May pnsonal income, combined with Fed binds trading 
below seven per cent Untiled the dollars gains. 

Chi Thursday, tile dollar rose on the higher than <ygp««r*i^l 1 p?f 

cent rise in second-quarter real U-S. GNP, which Mfrafrd a 
strengthenhig m U.S. interest rates. The firmer Fed ftmds rate and 
the re!ativ^. |c^Jnfiatiori rate,. with. May consumer (Rices inc- 
reasfng only 0.2 per cent, also bolstered die dollar. 

- -iWdoBar was higher at tbeclaseon the $4*8 bflllon rise in the 
U.S. M-l money supply for the week which was larger than exp- 
ected. As a result, an already finn dollar was prepared to rise on 
any GNP increase ftahat came in the higher aid of general exp- 
ectations. 

The metals market rose diaipiy at the beginning of the week on 
the news that most major- U5. Banks had cut thdkprfcue rates. 

GoM reached the $328.75 an ounce level and silver $6.50 an 
ounce. 

On Thursday, mid, in the Ugbt of all the positive economic news 
for the dollar the metals market fed. Gold dropped to dose in New 
York at $313.70 and silver closed down at $6.11. 

TecfankaOy, both gold and sflder will remain in their respective 
narrow trading ranges $310-$330 and $6.00-$650, and fit the 
short ran, barrkig any imforeseen political situations, continue to 
see no reason for the established ranges to be violated. 

On Friday’s dose, the German mark was dosed at 3 .06 30 50, 
sterling dosed at L28 55 70, the Swiss franc dosed at 156 10 40, 
the Japanese yen dosed at 24755 05 and the French franc dosed at 
953 25 75. 

GoU dosed at $31450-$ 31 450 an ounce. Silver dosed at 
$6.11-$6.13 an otmee. 


important aspect of money as a 
contract between issuing authority 
and money holders. It Is the duty 
of the monetary authority to gua- 
rantee the value of money. 

Imagine for a moment that you 
know with perfect certainty that a 
dollar thirty years- from now and* 
all intervening periods would pur- 
chase foe same amount of goods 
and services as a dollar today. 
Where would interest tales be? 

If such confidence were to rep- 
lace today’s uncertainty, short- 
term treasury bills rates once 
again would be three per cent. 
Also, foe prime rate would stand 
at four per cent, while 30 year tre- 
asury bonds wQl not exceed five 
per cent. Now, rates on 3-month 
treasury bills, prime rates, and 
30-year treasury bonds are 7.9, 
10 . 75 , and 11.48 per cent res- 
pectively. 

Sacrificing price stability 

Historical precedence strongly 
suggests that price stability was 
sacrificed, where governments foi- 
led to guarantee foe quality of 
product over which it had quasi- 
monopoly power, i.e., the lia- 
bilities of the monetary authority. 

Nobel LaureteHayek contends 
that inflation has been made pol- 
itically easier by foe removal of 
two institutional brakes: The gold 
standard and fixed exchange rate. 
During the reign of the gold sta- 
ndard, prices were at the end 
about where they had been at the 

be ginning . 

Keynes in his “Monetary Ref- 
orm” indicates that for the period 
from 1826 to the outbreak of 
World War I maximum flu- 
ctuations in either directions were 
30 points, the price index never 


rising above 130 and never foiling 
below 70. The price index in 1967 
stood at 100 and rose to 270 in 
1981. 

Die most recent experience of 
debasement of foe dollar in 1971 
can teach us many lessons. In 1971 
the consumer price index which 
stood at 43 per cent jumped to 11 
per cent in 1974. The 3-tnoufo 
treasury bills rose from 3.4 per 
cent to 9.9 per cent. The inflation 
rate, while averaging less than two 
per cent in 1950s and 1960s, set a ' 
new record average of more than ' 
seven per cent in 1970s. 

Though classical school and 
monetarists f undamental ly dis- 
agree on the means to achieve the 
goals of monetary policy, it is int- 
eresting to note that both theories 
areootincompatible.Itistniethat 
in the era of convertibility the exc- 
essive growth of money was con- 
tained. 

Reliable standard 

Keynes in bis seminal work 
“Treatise of Money” once said 
that so long as “countries adhere 
to the gpld standard there is merit 
in the claim that it keeps slovenly 
currency systems up to foe mark.” 

Hayek sounded another sup- 
port when he said: “I would even 
agree that among the feasible 
monetary systems the int- 
ernational gold standard is the 
best, if I could believe that the 
most important countries could be 
trusted to obey the rules necessary 
for its preservation.” 

Instead of leaving money to the 
central bankers and ministers of 
finance why not have a more rel- 
iable standard? Gold need not be 
the barbarous relic. The issue thro 
is building a reliable standard. * 
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Analyst predicts 
golden years for 
OPEC in 1990s 

VIENNA (OPECNA) — The Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) will dearly be 
back in the driver’s seat in the 1990s, with its share 
in the world oil market doubled, asserts an Ame- 
rican analyst in an interview with the Washington- 
based “U.S. News and World Report” magazine. 


Constraints hamstring 
European gas industry 


GUILDFORD, England (OPE- 
CNA) — Western Europe can 
double its natural gas market by 
foe year 2000 , with prices at bet- 
ween a half and two- thirds of cur- 
rent levels, provided governments 
and institutional constraints are 
removed, a leading energy expert 
said here recently. 

Prof. Peter Odell, director of 
the Ceotre for International Ene- 
rgy Studies atErasmus University, 
Rotterdam, said the gas industry 
continued to be_held_hack by a 
combination of inadequate dem- 
and arising from too high prices 
and unrealised potential supply 
resulting from government att- 
itudes and policies. 

He told an international gas 
conference organised by foe Sur- 
rey University Energy Economics 
Centre that as a result of foe res- 
traint, exploration and dev- 
elopment of the continent’s ple- 
ntiful reserves had been inhibited. 

Prof. Oddi said past gas policies 
in Europe had led to an increasing 
dependence on high-cost energy 
sources, including coal and nuc- 
lear power. 

He also highlighted concern 
over the “increasingly acr- 
imonious” relationships which, 
were developing between Eur- 
opean gas producers “desperate 
for markets”. 

Mr. Odell said that if the pol- 


icies which had produced an unc- 
ompetitive pricing situation in 
Western Europe were changed, 
countries which exported gas to 
foe region would lose out In the 
short term. But as gas use slowly 
expanded — with a possible dou- 
bling of its present 16 per cent 
contribution to European energy 
needs — foe outside exporters 
could look forward to profitable 
business. 

Mr. Chris Briertey, managing 
director for economic planning 
with foe British Gas Corporation, 
said foe U.K. industry was not 
“drawing in its horns” as a result 
of the government’s cancellation 
of its plan to buy large gas supplies 
from Norway’s Slemner field. 

But he warned mat while Bri- 
tain had enough supplies to take it 
to foe 1990s, it might eventually 
be forced to buy at less adv- 
antageous prices. 

Delegates heard from Mr. Mic- 
hael Kaser, a specialist on Soviet 
affairs at Oxford University, that 
foe aim of foe Soviet Union — 
which had two-fifths of the world’s 
natural gas reserves — was to step 
up gas rales to Western Europe to 
earn bard currency lost by dim- 
inishing oil exports to the WesL 

He said there had been an exp- 
losion in Soviet gas output from 45 
billion cubic metres in 1 960 to 587 
billion cubic metres in 1984. 


Mr. Charles Ebinger, director 
of foe energy and strategic res- 
ources programme at Georgetown 
■University and consultant to foe 
U.S. Federal Energy Adm- 
inistration, says since most oil that 
can be produced by non-OPEC 
countries is already being pro- 
duced, each additional barrel of 
oil needed to meet rising world 
demand in foe 1990s will come 
from OPEC 

OPEC will increase its share of 
the world oQ market from 27 to 55 
per cent. 

He says foe current prices and 
supplies lure consumers into com- 
placency and notes that energy 
consumption is again on the rise. 

“Oil companies, because of 
uncertainty over price and dem- 
and... are cutting back on the sea- 
rch for oD and gas,” he adds. 

Utilities are not investing in new 
generating plants needed to meet 
the growing demand for ele- 
ctricity. Commercial inventories 
of gasoline and crude oil are at the 
lowest level in more than a dec- 
ade, he adds. 

Mr. Ebinger says in the 1990s, 
foe. US. and foe USSR will need 
more Middle East oil to replace 
declining domestic production. 

“Jap$n and Europe also will 
remain dependent mi this region 
that possesses 57 per cent of foe 
world's proven oil reserves," he 
states. 

He considers foe outlook for 
major new oil discoveries as not 
encouraging, dting a recent study 
by foe US. geological survey 
which estimated that two-thirds of 


foe oil in the world had already 
been discovered — “enough to 
last roughly 60 years at foe present 
rate of consumption." 

“But most of this oil is con- 
centrated in. the Gulf and further 
discoveries are not likely to cha- 
nge the situation,” he asserts. 

Mr. Ebinger says foe British 
sector of foe North Sea, foe north 
slope in Alaska and “lower US. 
production ” may go into decline. 
The “giant finds” hoped for in 
China have not occurred, while 
foe country may not Only need 
most of foe oil eventually found 
but may even become a small 
importer itself.. 

On prices, he argues that “if 
energy prices stay low or even 
drop, we can be assured there will 
be less and less emphasis on con- 
servation”. 

He says that without investment 
in energy projects today, the 
“seeds erf our next oil shock in the 
1990s” may well be in creation 
now. 

“People forget about the long 
lead time it takes to develop new 
energy resources. Now 1990 may 
seem like a long time to foe gen- 
eral public and an administration 
concerned about policy between 
now and the 1986 congressional 
elections. But 1990 already is his- 
tory in terms of energy supply,” he 
states. 

The analyst, who believes that 
ofl prices will rise in the future, 
says electricity demand is inc- 
reasing at a stronger rate than 
predicted. - 


Study warns of serious 
food shortage in Gulf 


ABU DHABI (OPECNA) — A 
study by foe Federation of Gulf 
Chambers of Commerce, Industry 
and Agriculture warns erf a serious 
shortageof food in the Gulfregion 
if no immediate measures are 
taken to achieve self-sufficiency. 

The study says foe agricultural 
area in foe Gulf state totals 6.16 
million hectares, of which only 
286,000 hectares are being cul- 
tivated. 

“The pattern of consumption of 
some basic foodstuffs, such as 
grain, and the poor local food pro- 
duction, suggests that foe region 
will face a great shortage of food,” 
foe study warns. 

It recommends several pro- 
posals, which could achieve self- • 
sufficiency in foe region. These 
include: 

— Reclamation of more land 
and an increase in the cultivated 
areas in Iraq, Saudi Arabia and ' 
Oman. 

— Proper attention to be given 


to foe agricultural sector and enc- 
ouragement to fanners. The Uni- 
ted Arab Emirates (UAE), which 
has already become an exporter of 
some fruits and vegetables, cooler 
be taken as a model. • — • —5 
— Expansion of the utilisation 
of scientific methods such as gre-’ 
enhouse and drip irrigation to] 
overcome the obstacles caused by 
foe haish climatic conditions in'; 
foe mostly desert areas. 

— Establishment of local fer-; 
tiliser and insecticides industries. • 
— Support and encouragement ■ 
to foe food industry. 

— Setting up of a joint regional > 
authority to monitor supply and 
demand of foodstuffs. 

— Development of fisheries, 
which could be major source of 
food if properly exploited. 

— Promotion of dairy, egg and i 
chicken production. .* 

— Establishment of other agr-.i 
icultural and industrial projects in j 
the region. -s 
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Bangladesh 
floods maroon 
1.5m people 

DHAKA (R) — Thousands of Bangladesh’s latest 
flood victims are huddling on water washed river 
dykes because officials say relief camps set up by the 
government are too small. 


An estimated 1 .5 million people 
have been marooned by monsoon 
floods surging through four nor- 
thern and eastern districts. 

Officials in the worst-hit area of 
Mdulvibazar district, bordering 
India’s Assam state, told Reuters 
by telephone thousands of people 
sought sanctuary at the camps 
each day. Many were forced to 
camp out on top of flood emb- 
ankments flanking the Manu 
River. 

“The camps are already ove- 
rcrowded, and many people were 
asked to live with friends and rel- 
ations or to set up rickety camps 
by their own on the river emb- 
ankments," one official said. 

Troops and police have so far 
rescued 15.000 families in Mou- 
Ivibazar and nearby Habiganj. 
Thousands more have abandoned 
their homes in eastern Comilla 
and Brahmanbaria and Rangpur 
in the north. 

The flood forecasting centre 
reported Sunday that the rivers 
Surma, Khowai and Dbaria still 
were floating 0.3 to 0.6 metres 
above the danger mark although 
flood waters began receding Sat- 
urday evening. 

The government-owned Ban- 


Reagan vows to find 
San Salvador attackers 


ANDREWS AIR FORCE 
BASE, Maryland ( AP) — Vowing 
to “find the jackals" who killed 
four U.S. Marines in El Salvador. 
President Reagan on Saturday 
pinned Purple Heart medals oh 
the flag-draped caskets -of the lat- 
est American victims of the Sal- 
vadorean strife. 

Mr. Reagan swore the attackers 
“will not evade justice on earth 
any more than they can escape the 
judgment of God." 

As families of four slain U.S. 
Marines and an honour guard 
stood by on a windy tarmac. Mr. 
Reagan declared that the United 
States and the Salvadorean gov- 
ernment would “find the jackals 
and bring them and their col- 
leagues in terror to justice.” 

Mr. Reagan told 150 spectators 
that the United States would 
“move mountains" to catch the- 
uniformed attackers who Wed- 
nesday sprayed a sidewalk cafe in 
San Salvador with gunfire, killing 
the Marines, two Americans and 
seven others. 

Accompanied by Mrs. Reagan, 
he placed Purple Heart medals on 
the caskets, which stood before 
the - camouflaged C-141 transport 
that brought them home. 

The president, addressing the 
nation in his weekly radio talk ear- 
lier in the day, said he and his wife, 
Nancy, “cany with us all of the 
grief and sorrow and rising anger 


of a nation whose patience has 1 
been stretched to its limit." 

Mr. Reagan said be and his wife 
were attending the ceremony “to 
be with the families and friends of 
four American Marines, four 
young men whose bodies are 
being returned after they were 
murdered by communist gue- 
rrillas." 

The bodies of the four slain 
Marines, who were assigned to 
help guard the US. embassy in 
San Salvador,- were flown to Pan- 
ama Friday where they remained 
overnight at an undisclosed US. 
mil itary facil ity before being flown 
home aboard a US. Air Force 
C-141 transport plane. 

Earlier in the day, Mr. Reagan 
lunched at Camp David with Nat- 
ional Security Advisor Robert 
McFarlane and Vice-President 
George Bush and was briefed on 
the TWA hostage crisis in Beirut, 
said presidential spokesman Alb- 
ert Brashear. 

The Camp David lunch also was 
held to discuss Mr. Bush's trip to 
Western Europe, where he is to 
oonfer with U.S. allies. Mr. Bush 
has been detailed by Mr. Reagan 
to head a task force to meet with 
the allies to determine what act- 
ions they might take, military or 
otherwise, to deal with “int- 
ernational terrorism." 

The vice president departed for 
Europe early Sunday. 
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ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦KQ73 T95 vA4 +AKQ83 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 ♦ Paas 1 Pass 

1 ♦ Pass 3 * Pans 

B’hiil il»\r>ii bill n»vt : 

A.— \mi •-■iirciib-rahlv mure 

than .Km hair «h>>un ■>» far. Slam i*. 
a iiisiini -1 pmMhilju if parlnrr ha* a 
hear i ninipil. and ,-\i*n a grand 
m . 1 1 In* in l hr offing. For l hr 
lrmnieni. ■ hough, you can do no 
mure i hau show, >nur kry i-ard in 
partner'* Miii »'nr lud three 
diamond*. 

Q-2 — A* South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*A96 T5 :KQS76 4JJ052 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 1 Pass 

1 ♦ Pass 3 A Pug 

3 v Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— The companion hand to the one 
above. Partner is probing for the 
right contract by showing the dia- 
mond ace, and there is no reason 
why you should do anything other 
than cue-bid in return. Three 
spades is the only action we accept. 

Q.3— Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

+KQJ75 ?AKJ 0KQ *QJ6 
What is your opening bid? 

A.— You have a balanced hand of 22 
points, which is the textbook open- 
ing of two no trump. The fact that 
you have a Eve-card major suit is no 
reason to eschew the most descrip- 
tive bid available. 

Qv4— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

+AKJ54 VAJ6 0762 *62 

The bidding has proceeded; 

North East South West 


1 O Pass 1 ♦ Pass 

3 Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— Obviously you are in the alum 
zone, but how are you supposed to 
tell partner about both the quality 
of your spade suit and your fine 
trump support? The solution is to 
delay raising hearts for the 

moment. Rebid three spades then 
bid five hearts at your next turn. 
Pariner should get Ihe message 
that you are milking a slam try in 
hearts n. ith nn control in either 
min»r suiL. 

Q.S- limh vulnerable, as South vnu 
hold: 

♦ AJ5 r 762 OKJ3 *10762 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

I T Pass 1 NT Pass 

3 Pass 7 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Despite the fact your support 
for diamonds is much belter than 
for hearts, you must return partner 
to his Erst suit because it is as long, 
or longer, than his second suiL But 
three hearts is not enough. You 

have an absolute maximum no 
trump that is made even better by 
the fit in partner's second suit. 
Jump to four hearts. 

Q.6— East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

+654 T752 OJ 109754 +6 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 * Dble Paw 1 0 

2 4 Dble Paaa ? 

What action do you take? 

A.— Partner's action is primarily 
for penalties. However great your 
respect for partner's judgment 
might he. there are still limits to 
what you should have to pass. To ' 
expect partner to produce at least 
six tricks on defense is a bit too 
much. For safety reasons, we would 
pull to two diamonds. 


Zhao hails European 
tour as total success 


gladesh Tunes newspaper said 
Sunday at least seven people had 
died in floods in Moulvibazar 
alone. 

Rivers in the affected areas, still 
flowing above danger levels, were 
expected to start foiling soon as it 
had not rained Saturday, Dhaka 
weather bureau said Sunday. 

Authorities in Dhaka have sta- 
rted sending money and relief 
supplies to the flood victims while 
medical teams were on standby to 
go in as soon as the water receded. 

The flood was the second dis- 
aster to hit Bangladesh in less than 
a month. More than 11,000 peo- 
ple died and 250,000 were made 
homeless by tidal waves caused by 
a cyclone on May 24. 

Meanwhile, another 50 deaths 
from diarrhoea] diseases were 
reported Sunday in Noakhali dis- 
trict bringing to 214 the death toll 
from diseases that followed last 
month's hurricane's destruction in 
southern Bangladesh coastal areas 
and offshore islands last month. 

The newspaper New Nation 
said Sunday the latest 50 victims, 
most of them children, died Thu- 
rsday and Friday in Noakhali, 275 
kilometres south of Dhaka. 


PEKING (R) — Premier Zhao 
Ziyang Sunday predicted a swift 
boost in China’s finks with Britain. 
West Germany, and the Net- 
herlands after the signing of nuc- 
lear and economic pacts. 

Mr. Zhao, stopping in the sou- 
thwestern province of Sichuan on 
the way home from his European 
tour, told reporters: "My visit to 
the three countries was a complete 
success. I believe China's relations 
with them will develop rapidly in 
future." 

Durin g his trip, he signed a nuc- 
lear cooperation agreement with 
Britain and a memorandum on 
long-term nuclear energy coo- 
peration with a West German rea- 
ctor supplier, Kraftwerk Union 
(KWU). 

The official New China News 


Agency quoted Vice Premier Tian 
Jiyun, who accompanied Mr. 
Zhao, as saying leaders of .the 
three countries had agreed to 
“strengthen consultations and 
cooperation in opposing the arms 
race and easing world tension.’' 

China, he said, regarded Wes- 
tern Europe as a buttress for 
peace. It wanted to see the region 
stronger and more united. 

Last year Mr. Zhao visited Fra- 
nce, Belgium, Sweden, Denmark, 
Norway andTtaly. 

Western diplomats say Peking is 
anxious to cultivate ties with Wes- 
tern Europe as a counterweight to 
the two superpowers and as an alt- 
ernative source of technology to 
Japan, China's largest trading par- 
tner. 


Gandhi gives ultimatum 
to head of riot-hit state 


NEW DELHI (R) — Prime Min- 
ister Rajiv Gandhi rushed a posse 
officials to riot-hit Gujarat state 
after giving the chief minister an 
ultimatum to stamp out violence 
which has killed nearly 200 peo- 
ple. 

The Press Trust of India (PTT) 
said Sunday Mr. Gandhi had sent 
five senior officials to Ahm- 
edabad. Gujarat’s biggest city, as 
violence claimed three more lives 
over the weekend. 

PTI said the team would help 
local authorities curb street battles 
triggered by protests against a 
government policy reserving jobs 
and college places for the und- 
erprivileged. 

Indian newspapers said New 


Delhi had given the western 
state's Chief Minister Madhavsinh 
So lanki a fortnight to quell unrest 
which erupted three months ago- 

The Patriot said the gov- 
ernment had told Mr. Solanki he 
had 15 days to restore order. The 
Times of India said Mr. Solanki 
would soon be told to quit 

The chief minister has ordered 
the release of jailed students, a 
judicial probe into the clashes and 
foe freezing of plans to raise the 
job quotas. 

Students who spearheaded pro- j 
tests against the government’s 
jobs policy denounced Mr. Sol- 
nakfs moves as unsatisfactory and 
vowed to press on with the agi- 1 
tation. i 


Sikh journalist dies in jail, 
Delhi orders probe 

NEW DELHI (Agencies) — The Indian Police Service (IPS) 
Sikh editor of a Punjab -language June, 1984, to protest the Indi; 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — The 
Sikh editor of a Punjab-language 
weekly newspaper died in a New 
Delhi prison 13 days after he was 
jailed for publishing a letter to 
Indian President Zai 1 Singh by a 
former police officer, authorities 
announced Sunday. 

The government ordered a mag- 
istrate to probe the death of the 
70-year-old editor. Dal ip Singh 
Bhatia. Bhatia’s body was handed 
over to his relatives after a post- 
mortem examination. The post- 
mortem findings were not known. 

Prison officials said Bhatia died 
of a heat stroke. 

Bhatia was charged with sed- 
ition — which is punishable by life 
imprisonment — for publishing 
the letter of Simranjit Singh Mann 
to the president in bis small New 
Delhi-based paper, “Sachcho 
Sachcfa” (Truthful Truth). 

Mann resigned from the elite 


Indian Police Sendee (IPS) in 
June, 1984, to protest the Indian 
army assault on the Golden Tem- 
ple. the holy .Sikh shrine in Amr- 
itsar. He was subsequently jailed 
on charges of anti-national act- 
ivity. Once linked with Prime Min- 
ister Tadira Gandhi’s ass- 
assination, Mann was appointed 
the chief of the breakaway Akali 
Dal ' Party last month by Such ext- 
remists. 

-Mann's letter, which ’ aDeged 
atrocities against Sikhs, has been 
published in a book but no action 
so far has been taken against its 
authors and publisher. 

The government or Prime Min- 
ister Rajiv Gandhi, who took 
power after the assassination of i 
. his mother, has adopted tough leg- 
islation against all “subversive" 
activities, Including publication of 
material found to be encouraging 
anti-state propaganda. 


Afghan tanks reportedly 
kill 3 in Pakistani town 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
Afghan tanks killed three people 
and injured four in a direct she- 
lling attack on a Pakistani border 
town, officials said Sunday. 

Four tanks stationed at the fro- 
ntier fired 23 shells at Chaman 
Saturday, seven of which landed in 
the town, the officials in the Bal- 
uchistan provincial capital Quetta 
said. 

The shells, first to land in the 
Baluchistan border town since the 
war between rebels and the 
Soviet-backed Afghan gov- 
ernment began six years ago, 
damaged three houses and some 
railway workeis quarters, they 
said. 

Afghan artillery and jets have 
frequently shelled and bombed 
Pakistan's border areas but rarely 
hit populated centres. The 45- 
minute shelling killed a man, a 
woman and a four-year old child. 

Chaman. 100 kilometres north 
of Quetta, has a large Afgh an 
population, some rebel party off-' 
ices and three small dimes for 
wounded who make their way 
across the heavily-mined border. 

The officials said Afghan troops 
stationed across the no-man's land 
at the border fired on the Pak- 
istani frontier post there on Friday 
night, provoking return fire. 


Geneva talks cohtinue 

Indirect talks between Afghan 
and Pakistani delegations are con- 
tinuing in Geneva under U.N. 
auspices. The talks, which res- 
umed last week after an almost 
one-year break, follow new signs 
that a political solution oouid be 
found to end the five-year-old 
Soviet intervention in Afg- 
hanistan. 

The UH. representative to the 
talks, Diego Cbrdovez, told rep- 
orters earlier this week that wit- 
hdrawal of Soviet forces sup- 
porting the Kabul government of 
President Babrak Karmel was one 
of the issues that the Afghan del- 
egation has agreed to discuss. 

U.S. and Soviet officials are dis- 
cussing the Afghanistan issue in 
Washington at the same time as 
the Geneva talks. 

The Afghan and Pakistani 
teams, which are not meeting dir- 
ectly, are discussing four issues. 

— Non-intervention and non- 
interference; 

— International guarantors for a 
settlement of the conflict; 

— Repatriation of Afghan ref- i 
ugees in Pakistan; and 

— Finding a way to address the 
question withdrawing Soviet tro- 
ops from Afghanistan. > 



Nepal suspects ‘foreign 
hand’ in bomb attacks 


KATMANDU (Agencies) — 
Authorities investigating terrorist 
bomb blasts that killed seven peo- 
ple have uncovered important 
dues indicating possible foreign 
involvement, according to a senior 
spokesman- 

' “A foreign hand cannot be 
ruled out," Chin Thapa, the royal 
palace spokesman told the Ass- 
ociated Press. “The people of 
Nepal feel that the coordination 
ana planning ( of the bombings) is 
probably beyond the capability of 
any Nepali group or persons.’' 

Thapa did not elaborate, but 
authorities earlier said an Indian 
was arrested while crossing the 
border with explosive devices. . 

King Birendra of Nepal has 
vowed" to catch bombers res- 
ponsible for the blasts as five for- 
mer prime ministers urged him to 
seek a settlement with his political 
opponents. 

“My government is making 
every effort to track down the cul- 
prits," the 39-year-old ruler said 
Saturday in response to a message 
of sympathy sent Ity Indian Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi. 


In New Delhi, Indian new- 
spapers reported Sunday that five 
former prime minis ters of the 
•Himalayan state had called for a 
national concensus to aid the cri- 
sis which erupted in a string of exp- 
losions in Katmandu and three , 
other towns. 

The Patriot newspaper said the 
fiye leaders issued statements in 
Katmandu urging King Birendra 
to tighten security and to seek a 
reconciliation with political opp- 
onents campaigning for the res- 
toration of party politics. 

Two groups have claimed -res-_ 
ponsibility for the blasts. 

A previously unknown group 
called the United Liberation Tor- 
chbeareis distributed leaflets in 
Katmandu on Friday saying it 
had planted the bombs and that it 
would continue its fight. 

A spokesman for a second 
group, foe Peoples Front, said in 
New Delhi that 200 front mem- 
bers had planted 50 bombs as part 
of a revolution aimed at toppling 
foe monarchy, installing a dem- 
ocratic republic and abolishing 
private property. 


Journalists’ Nicaraguan ‘copter 
comes under fire from Costa Rica’ 


MANAGUA (R) — A military 
helicopter carrying foreign jou- 
rnalists to a former rebel airstrip 
near the Nicaraguan border came 
under mortar and machine gun 
fire from Costa Rica, foe jou- 
rnalists said. 

The journalists told Reuters foe 
attack on Friday from a hill about 
500 metres inside Costa Rica 
began as they were getting out of 
foe helicopter at La Penca on the 
banks of foe San Juan River, foe 
boundary between foe two cou- 
ntries. 

“We threw ourselves to foe 
ground and stayed Jhere for 20 
minutes," said Daniel Caselli of 


Southern Cone Press. The hel- 
icopter later took off safely for a 
nearby military base, the jou-. 
malists said. 

■ The -Nicaraguan government 
has accused Costa Rica of all- 
owing rebels to use Costa Rican 
territory to launch foe mortar att- 
acks this week against La Penca. 

The Nicaraguan army rec- 
overed La Penca earlier this 
month during a major offensive in 1 
foe south against rebels of foe 
Democratic . Revolutionary All- 
iance (ARDE). 

Costa Rica has repeatedly den- 
ied that it allows ARDE rebels to 
operate bases in its territory. 


Unmanned cargo craft 
docks with Salyut-7 


MOSCOW (AP) — An unm- 
anned cargo craft docked with the 
orbiting Salyut-7 space station 
Sunday, taking supplies to two 
cosmonauts who have been wor- 
king at the station for two weeks, 
foe official news agency TASS 
repotted. 

TASS said automatic docking of 
foe Progress-24 cargo ship with 
the space station was completed at 
6:54 a.m. (0254 GMT). 

Radio Moscow reported in its 
hourly English-language bro- 
adcast that foe transport ship car- 
ried more than two tons of fuel, 
material for scientific exp- 
eriments. water and air supplies, 
food and mail. 

Radio Moscow said Progress- 
24 was the I2fo cargo ship to dock 
with Salyut-7. It said, cargo ships 
“make it possible to speedily del- 


iver to foe station everything nec- 
essary for long-term expeditions." 
indicating foe two cosmonauts 
may be preparing for a lengthy 
stay in space. 

Veteran cosmonaut Col. Vla- 
dimir Dzhanibekov, 43, and Flight 
Engineer Viktor Savinykh , 45, 
boarded Salyut-7 June 8 in foe 
first manned Soviet space mission 
launched in nearly a year. 

. The two hurtled into space June 
6 aboard foe SoyuzT-13. 

Salyut-7 had been empty since a 
crew of three cosmonauts ret- 
urned to earth Oct. 2, 1984, aftera 
record 237 days in space. 

TASS said systems aboard the 
space station and (he cargo vessel 
“are functioning normal!/ ' and 
the two cosmonauts are feeling 
well. 


Sri Lankan 
president 
sees end 
to Tamil 
problem 
before end 
of 1985 

COLOMBO (R) — President 
Junius Jayewardene hopes for a 
solution to Sri Lanka's ethnic pro- 
blems before foe end of foe year 
but says guerrilla violence and 
demands for a separate Tamil 
state must end first. 

“Come what may, support or 
opposition, before foe end of this 
year I hope to see an end to foe 
plague that has banned this cou- 
ntry and its people for several, 
years," he told a Buddhist cer- 
emony in the outskirts of Col- 
ombo Saturday night. 

. Mr. Jayewaidene said foe sol- 
ution should not take away foe 
right of foe Sinhalese or Tamils: 
"We don’t propose to agree to 
anything that diminifoes the rights 
of foe Sinhalese or any minority,'’ 
he said. 

Tamils, 12.6 per cent of foe isl- 
and’s 15 million people, are cam- 
paigning for a separate state in 
northern and eastern provinces 
where most of them live. They 
complain they are treated as sec- 
ond class citizens by a government 
dominated by majority Sinhalese. 

The president’s statement came 
five days after foe government 
said guerrillas waging a hit- 
and-run war for a Tamilstate had 
agreed to end hostilities. No inc- 
idents have been reported since 
Tuesday’s ceasefire ann- 
ouncement. 

The president said any solution 
found would be brought before 
parliament for approval. 

He said guerrilla violence could 
be controlled with foe help of Ind- 
ian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. 
“With his help we can begin more 
vigorously to control terrorism in 
our country," Mr. Jayewardene 
said. 

Political sources said the Indian 
government had applied pressure 
on foe guerrillas to stop hostile 
acts in order to create a suitable 
atmosphere for a political sol- 
ution. 

“I bad been urging the gov- 
ernment of India that they should 
not permit terrorists operating in 
Sri Lanka to find a haven on Ind- 
ian soil.” Mr. Jayewardene said. 

The ceasefire followed talks 
between Mr. Jayewardene and 
Mr. Gandhi in the Indian capital 
earlier this month at which foe two 
leaders agreed violence must end 
to create a proper atmosphere for 
a political solution. 

India agreed to help to end the 
ethnic unrest because foe 50 mil- 
lion Tamils in the south Indian 
Tamil Nadu state have close rel- 
igious and cultural links with Sri 
Lankan Tamils. 


Indian Muslim grandmother wins battle against Islamic council 


NEW DELHI (AP) — A defiant 
Muslim grandmother won her bat- 
tle Saturday against a mosque 
council which had sentenced her 
to 101 public lashes and shaving 
her head as punishment for all- 
eged adultery. 

SuleOdia Beevi. 46. became a 
cause celebre in southern Kerala 
state for defying the mosque lea- 
ders who ordered her to undergo , 
public beating and humiliation. 

The mosque council announced 
Saturday it was dropping all cha- 
rges of adultery and drinking liq- 
uor against the woman whose case 
aroused widespread public out- 
rage. Indignant state officials said 
India's uniform legal code takes 
precedence over traditional Isl- 
amic law handed down by village 


elders. - 

The council, called foe Jamaat 
Committee, said it was convinced 
foe charges against foe woman 
with tight children and eight gra- 
ndchildren were baseless, the Uni- 
ted News of India (UNI) reported. 
Her husband also appealed to the 
eldeis to drop foe charges which 
he called false and malicious. The 
council called on everyone to 
forget the agony- caused to Mrs. 
Beevi and her family. 

Mrs. Beevi had refused to app- 
ear before foe council and und- 
ergo punishment and threatened 
to sue them if they ordered her 
village to ostracise her and her 
family. 

Mis. Beevi rejected foe pun- 
ish ment ordered April 18 and ins- 


tead served a legal notice, on foe 
committee, demanding a public 
apology and threatening to file 
suit for defamatibn of character, 
foe Tunes of India newspaper 
reported. 

Her defiance prompted foe 
council last Thursday to order a 
social boycott of the grandmother. 
A van with loudspeakers went 
around Beema Palli village for- 
bidding foe Muslim community 
from talking to Mrs. Beevi and her 
family. 

As the controversy raged, foe 
state government in Kerala said 
that no individuals or org- 
anisations can take foe law into 
their hands, UNI reported. A pol- ' 
ice picket was posted outside foe 
woman's house to protect her.. 


Abdul Wahid, ■ Mrs. BeevTs 
husband, said foe charges against 
his wife were “baseless and fab- 
ricated/’ He rushed from Abu 
Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, 
where be worked to help his wife, 
UNI reported. 

Mr. Wahid said some people 
who were antagonistic to his fem- 
ily extracted a false statement 
from a man accusing his wife of 
adultery. 

Opposition political parties had 
welcomed Mrs. Beevi’ s stand and 
urged thesis te government to give 
her legal assistance. 

NA. Karim, vice chancellor of 
Kerala University, had con- 
demned foe Jamaat Committee’s 
earlier verdict as "crude, cruel and 


obscurantist.” 

About 12 per cent of India's 
750 million people are Muslim. 
India, which has no official rel- 
igion, recognises foe Muslim per- 
sonal code. 

Muslim law, however, has rec- 
ently come under attack from foe 
highest court of India. The Sup- 
reme Court on April 23 enc- 
ouraged feminists and angered foe 
Mu s lim community by declaring 
that a Muslim man must pay ali- 
mony to his divorced wife. 

. The ruling said Indian law takes 
precedence over Muslim personal 
law, which allows Muslim men to 
have four wives, prohibits alimony , 
and gives special privileges to j 
Muslims in India. ' 


VATICAN CITY - (R) — An 
Italian man stripped naked ana 
threw himself Friday night from 
foe papal altar in St. Peter’s Bas- 
ilica to foe shrine below, breaking 
an arm and a leg, police said. Ant- 
onio Grippo. 37, fought off two 
attendants who tried to stop him 
jumping off the altar, watched by a 
crowd of visiting pilgrims. He feu 
nearly four metres and was taken 
to hospital where he told staff: 1 
wanted to fly”. ^ 

Italian priest, 
builder jailed 

POTENZA, Italy (R) — An Ita- 
lian parish priest and a builder 
have been jailed after being found 
partly responsible for the deaths 
of 66 people when a church col- 
lapsed during an earthquake in 
southern Italy in November 1980. 
Father Salvatore Pagliuca and 
Antonio Claps were each sen- 
tenced to three years and eight 
months on charges of man- 
slaughter, violating building laws 
and negligence. Their sentences 
were reduced to one year and 
eight months under the terms of a 
parliamentary amnesty. Pro- ^ 
secution lawyers said Father Pag- ? 
liuca and Gaps had been negligent 
and had flouted building laws 
when foe old wooden floor of foe 
church was covered with concrete 
in 1972. This has contributed to 
foe building’s collapse in the ear- 
thquake, foe court found. 

Dioxin waste finally 
destroyed after 
9 years 

BASLE, Switzerland (R) — The 
poisonous dioxin-contaminated 
waste from a factory blast in nor- 
thern Italy nine years ago was fin- ^ 
ally destroyed Friday, a spo- 
kesman for foe Swiss chemicals 
group Gba-Geigy said. Ciba- 
Geigy had undertaken to inc- 
inerate foe three tonnes of waste 
material containing about 200 
grammes of dioxin which is est- . 
unated to be 10,000 times as dea- 
dly as cyanide. The material esc- 
aped during a blast in 1976 at a 
plant in Seveso of another Swiss 
chemicals giant, Hoffmann-la 
Roche. An area of 1,800 hectares 
was polluted by foe cloud of dio- 
xin, which forced hundreds of fam- 
ilies to abandon their homes, kil- 
led livestock and caused severe 
skin damage. The poisonous mat- • 
erial caused international concern 
in 1982 when It mysteriously went 
missing for eight months before 
being discovered in a disused sla- ^ 
ughterhouse in northern France. ^ 

Pollen from polar 
trees plagues Moscow 

MOSCOW (Rl — Muscovites are • 
being plagued by fluffy white bun- 
dles of pollen from popular trees 
which is carpeting parks like a bla- . 
nket of snowand has been floating 
above foe city since last week. It 
sticks to dofoes, tickles eyes and 
noses, and settles in every corner. 

The “pukh", as foe Russians call 
it, caused a fire at one of Moscow’s pi 
largest international hotels last 
week after it got into the air con- - 
ditioning system and workers dec- ■ 
ided to clear it by setting it alight, 
according to a Soviet source. The 
problem is caused by 350,000 
popular trees planted after World 
War II in an attempt to brighten 
up foe city. Poplars were chosen 
because they grwo quickly and 
easily. Though foe trees bring spl- 
ashes of leafy green to dusty city 
streets, and patches of welcome 
shade on hot days. Muscovites are 
longing for rain to wash away foe 
pollen. ^ 

AIDS cases on the 
increase in Europe 

GENEVA ( R) — The deadly viral 
disease AIDS is spreading rapidly 
in Western Europe, according to 
•statistics released by foe World 
Health Organisation (WHO). 
WHO said foe number of AIDS 
cases reported by 17 European 
countries rose by 23 per cent in the 
fust three months of this year to 
total 940, compared to 762 cases 
at foe end of 1984. France rem-*" 
arned the European country worst 
afflicted by AIDS, reporting 47 of 
1 78newcasw. followed b y Britain . 

Wesl Ger many (27), 

wn°i weekly Epidemiological 

Retard said. Seven of every 10 
victims were male homosexuals 
and nearly half foe cases were’ 
fc£-™h 468 deaths reported. 
AIDS, or acquired immune def- 
iciency syndrome, destroys foe 
body s ability to fight disease 
Some 10.000 Americans have & 
contracted the syndrome since it 
was first identified in 4981. - 






